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CITY OF COPPERAS COVE 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 21, 2006 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor O’Dwyer called the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Copperas Cove Texas to order at 7:00 pm. 

 
B. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Council Member, Harris gave the Invocation, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

C. ROLL CALL     ALSO PRESENT 
  
 Bob Reeves (arrived at 8:01 p.m.)  Steven J. Alexander, City Manager 
 Larry D. Sheppard    Jane Lees, City Secretary  
 John Gallen     James R. Thompson, City Attorney 
 James Stockman 
 R. Ray Gatewood     
 Fred Harris  
 Frank D. Somera Jr. 
 
D. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Council Member Sheppard stated he had received an E-mail from a concerned citizen 
regarding the poor service and problems at the Copperas Cove Post Office. 
 
Council Member Gallen reminded everyone that the Bulldawgs have another game 
coming up in the playoffs, “Go Bulldawgs!”  
 
Council Member Stockman wished everyone a “Happy Thanksgiving,” and announced 
that Krist Kindl Markt, the Christmas Parade and Cove Country Opry are all events that 
are happening in Copperas Cove over the next few weekends and encouraged citizens 
to attend these events. 
 
Council Member Gatewood thanked the Chaplains on Ft. Hood, saying that it was 
because of them that Dr. David Jeremiah, an internationally known evangelist, will be 
here in Central Texas at the First Baptist Church, Fellowship Hall, at Noon on 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006. 
 
Council Member Harris said that many of us tend to think of the Cove House as the only 
homeless shelter in the area. He reminded everyone that The Refuge Corporation and 
Our Brothers House are other homeless shelters that need our support as well.  
 
Mayor O’Dwyer announced that a former fire fighter, Earl Hilton, has mounting medical 
bills for cancer treatment.  There is a benefit planned for him at the Copperas Cove Civic 
Center, on November 25, at Noon until 8:00 p.m. Also donations of money are being 
taken and to see him for an account number.  
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Mayor O’Dwyer read the following, “To all the Patriotic Copperas Cove citizens of both 
parties who showed you support and belief in our soldiers and what they are fighting for, 
accept from all of them, ‘Thank you very much for voting.’ Let me add my thanks for a 
great turnout during an off year. That we had 5,182 Covites vote and in all cases 
provided the predominant majority of voters for all national, state, and county officials 
that won, permits your city officials to deal from a position of strength in negotiations with 
those winners. Copperas Cove has gotten its political act together. We were always 
willing to ‘Work Friendly’ with our governance, now we can continue to do so with even 
more conviction. Politicians listen to voters and the more voters there are the more they 
have to listen. When the Council and I visit Washington, Austin, or Gatesville in the 
future, our audiences with our representatives should yield greater fruits. Each and every 
one of you has helped do this and need to be commended. Continue to vote in all 
elections—your vote truly does count. May God Bless our military, especially those in 
harm’s way. May God bless the community of Copperas Cove and may God bless the 
United States of America.” 
 
E.       PUBLIC RECOGNITION  
 
 1. Check presentations for the Blue Santa Program. Copperas Cove 

Optimist Club, Wal-Mart, and Copperas Cove Altrusa Club 
  
Kelly Dix, of the Blue Santa Program, recognized and thanked three groups who 
donated money to support this program. The Optimist Club presented $300, Altrusa 
International $250 and Wal-Mart $1,000. 
 
F. CITIZENS’ FORUM   At this time, citizens are allowed to speak on any 
matter other than personnel matters, matters under litigation, or matters on the regular 
agenda, for a length of time not to exceed five minutes per person. Thirty minutes total 
has been allotted for this section. 
 
Bruce Beals, 3228 Pecan Cove. Mr. Beals discussed an Interlocal Agreement between 
Coryell County and the City of Gatesville that was approved last week by the Coryell 
County Commissioners to create a five-person board to develop a budget for a 911 
center and manage it. He said that Copperas Cove should be included and asked the 
City to look into this Agreement.  
 
Rodney Barnes, 3010 Grimes Crossing Road. Mr. Barnes discussed the proposed 911 
address changes for Grimes Crossing Road. He said this area has already had five 
address changes in the last 17 years. He said that was speaking for all the residents in 
the proposed affected area and that none of them agree with this change. He requested 
that the City decline this change. 
 
Ralph Roberts, 2983 Grimes Crossing Road. Mr. Roberts stated that he agreed with 
everything Mr. Barnes said and added that this would be his fourth change of address at 
the same location since 1991. He hoped that the City would not approve the change. 
 
G. CONSENT ITEMS 
 

1. Consideration and action on revisions to the bylaws for the Keep 
Copperas Cove Beautiful (KCCB) Commission.  Silvia Rhoads, Executive 
Director, Keep Copperas Cove Beautiful Commission 
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2. Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2006-43, authorizing the City 
Manager to enter into an Advance Funding Agreement with the Texas 
Department of Transportation for the match to the Hazard Elimination (HES) 
Program.  Andrea M. Gardner, Asst. City Manager/Finance Director 

 
The Resolution caption reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-43 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN ADVANCE 
FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FOR THE MATCH TO THE HAZARD ELIMINATION (HES) PROGRAM. 
 

3. Consideration and action on authorizing the purchase of 588 Equal 
Volume Rate (EVR) II series 96 gallon trash containers from Toter Incorporated, 
in the amount of $27,647.76.  Michael Mundell, Solid Waste Superintendent 
4. Consideration and action on granting a leave of absence for Council 
Member Bob Reeves for two consecutive City Council Meetings in the month of 
November 2006.  Jane Lees, CMC, City Secretary 
 
5. Consideration and action on approval of minutes from November 9, 2006.  
Lisa Wilson, Deputy City Secretary 

 
Council Member Sheppard requested that G-6 be removed for discussion. 
 
Council Member Gallen made a motion to approve consent items G-1, G-2, G-3, G-4 
and G-5.  Council Member Somera seconded the motion, with a unanimous vote, motion 
carried.       
 

6. Consideration and action on award of Bid No. 2007-02-42 to Sam Pack’s 
Five Star Ford for the purchase of two (2) police pursuit vehicles for $26,400.75 
per unit.  Tim Molnes, Police Chief 

 
Police Chief, Tim Molnes gave an overview of agenda item G-6. Council Member Gallen 
made a motion to approve agenda item G-6. Council Member Somera seconded the 
motion. The Council was polled with the following results: Council Members Gallen, 
Stockman, Gatewood, Harris and Somera voted yes. Council Member Sheppard voted 
no. Motion passed five to one. 
 
H.       PUBLIC HEARINGS/ACTION  
 

1. Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 2006-39, amending the 2005-06 Fiscal 
Year Budget for the City of Copperas Cove.  Andrea M. Gardner, Asst. City 
Manager/Finance Director 

 
Andrea M. Gardner, Asst. City Manager/Director of Finance gave an overview of agenda 
item H-1. Ms. Gardner said that a second public hearing is required prior to the adoption 
of Ordinance No. 2006-39. That public hearing will be held at the next regular Council 
meeting on December 5, 2006. 
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Mayor O’Dywer opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Speaking for: None.  
 
Speaking against: None. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer closed the Public Hearing. 
 
I.         ACTION ITEMS  
 

1. Consideration and action on appointment of one (1) Commissioner to the 
Keep Copperas Cove Beautiful (KCCB) Commission.  Silvia Rhoads, 
Supervisor, Recycling/Administration 
 

Silvia Rhoads, Supervisor/Recycling Administration gave an overview of agenda item I-
1. 
 
Council Member Somera made a motion to approve agenda item I-1. Council Member 
Sheppard seconded the motion, with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Reeves arrived. 

 
 2. Consideration and action on approving Ordinance No. 2006-40, adopting 
an updated Municipal Maintenance Agreement with the Texas Department of 
Transportation.  James A. Trevino, Public Works Superintendent  

 
James A. Trevino, Public Works Superintendent gave an overview of agenda item I-2. 
 
Council Member Stockman made a motion to approve agenda item I-2. Council Member 
Gallen seconded the motion, with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 
The Ordinance caption reads as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2006-40 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, ADOPTING AN UPDATED MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH 
THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. 
 

3. Consideration and action on approving the purchase of a new 2006 
Johnson Street Sweeper through the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) 
in the amount of $165,445.  James A. Trevino, Public Works Superintendent 

 
James A. Trevino, Public Works Superintendent gave an overview of agenda item I-3.  
 
Council Member Gallen made a motion to approve agenda item I-3. Council Member 
Harris seconded the motion, with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 

4. Consideration and action on authorizing street closures during calendar 
year 2007 and 2008 for the Copperas Cove Downtown Association.  Steven J. 
Alexander, City Manager 
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Steven J. Alexander, City Manager gave an overview of agenda item I-4. 
 
Council Member Gatewood made a motion to approve agenda item I-4. Council Member 
Somera seconded the motion, with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 

5. Consideration and action on Ordinance No. 2006-38, amending the 
Personnel Policy No. 120, Salary Program Administration.  Kelli Sames, Human 
Resources Director 

 
Kelli Sames, Human Resources Director gave an overview of agenda item I-5.   
 
Council Member Gallen made a motion to approve agenda item I-5. Council Member 
Harris seconded the motion. The Council was polled with the following results: Council 
Members Reeves, Gallen, Stockman, Gatewood, Harris and Somera voted yes. Council 
Member Sheppard voted no. Motion passed six to one. 
 
The Ordinance caption reads as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2006-38 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, AMENDING THE PERSONNEL POLICY NO. 120, SALARY PROGRAM 
ADMINISTRATION. 
 

6. Consideration and action on approving payment of required annual 
Consolidated Water Quality Assessment Fees to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) in the amount of $43,050.  Robert M. McKinnon, 
\Director of Water/Wastewater 

 
Bob McKinnon, Director of Water/Wastewater gave an overview of agenda item I-6. 
 
Council Member Gallen made a motion to approve agenda item I-6. Council Member 
Harris seconded the motion, with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 

7. Consideration and action on approving an economic development 
incentive for infrastructure in the amount of $150,000 pertaining to the Walgreens 
Project. Jerry Conner, Executive Director, Copperas Cove Economic 
Development Corporation 

 
Jerry Conner, Executive Director of the Copperas Cove Economic Development 
Corporation gave an overview of agenda item I-7. 
 
Council Member Gatewood made a motion to approve agenda item I-7. Council Member 
Harris seconded the motion, with a unanimous vote, motion carried.  
 
J.        STAFF REPORTS – None. 
 
K. REPORTS OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND BOARDS – None. 
 
L. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
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Council Member Sheppard requested a workshop item to discuss freezing taxes for 
senior citizens and Council Member Gallen requested a workshop item to discuss an 
early warning weather system for the City. Mr. Alexander stated that both of these items 
have already been placed on a workshop agenda for the December 5, 2006 meeting. 
 
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
1. Pursuant to §551.074 of the Open Meetings Act.  Tex. Gov’t Code, 
Council will meet in Executive Session for deliberations regarding Economic 
Development Negotiations.  To deliberate the offer of a financial or other 
incentive to a business prospect that the governmental body seeks to have 
locate, stay, or expand in or near the territory of the governmental body and with 
which the governmental body is conducting economic development negotiations. 

 
Mayor O’Dwyer announced the City Council would adjourn from the regular meeting to 
enter into executive session at 8:41 p.m. 
 
N. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION RESULTING 
 FROM ANY ITEMS POSTED AND LEGALLY DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE 
 SESSION 

 
Mayor O’Dwyer announced the City Council had reconvened at 9:45 p.m., and stated 
that executive session item M-1 was for information purposes only and no action would 
be taken.  

 
O. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor O’Dwyer stated the meeting adjourned at 9:45 
p.m. 

 
____________________________ 

      Roger P. O’Dwyer, Mayor   
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Jane Lees, CMC, City Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


