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CITY OF COPPERAS COVE 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 23, 2007 – 7:00 P.M. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor, Roger P. O’Dwyer called the regular meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Copperas Cove Texas to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
B. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Mayor O’Dwyer gave the Invocation, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

C. ROLL CALL     ALSO PRESENT 
  
 Bob Reeves (excused absence)  Steven J. Alexander, City Manager 
 Larry D. Sheppard     James R. Thompson, City Attorney 
 John Gallen     Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 James Stockman    
 R. Ray Gatewood 
 Fred Harris  
 Frank D. Somera, Jr.  
 
D. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mayor O’Dwyer.  
1. Asked that citizens take time to thank our U.S. Senators and 
Congressional Representatives, especially Sen. Cornyn and Congressman 
Carter for remembering Copperas Cove during Homeland Security Funding 
Earmarks. The City has been notified that it will receive $574,000 in Safer Funds 
for the Fire Department. 
2. Stated that City and School Board elections are coming up and asked 
everyone to make sure they are registered to vote as a sign of respect for the 
men and women of our City serving in Iraq, Afghanistan and other trouble spots. 
By doing this we can show them our support. 
3. Has been approached by some citizens about moving the one-room 
school house from 1113 and 580 to Ogletree Gap. He requested that these 
citizens provide a written request to the Parks and Recreation Director, Ken 
Wilson, or attend the next public meeting on the proposed Recreation Center. 
4. Stated that many citizens and media personnel ask to come to his office. 
He does not have an office in City Hall to accommodate the Mayor or the Council 
Members. He said it is his intent, if at all possible, to provide an office for him and 
other Council Members at City Hall. 
5. Made the following statement: “Based on a previous conversation 
concerning Mr. Harris’ tenure on the Copperas Cove Impact Fee Advisory 
Committee, I have decided, as Mayor, to conclude his appointment at the end of 
this meeting.” 
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  E. PUBLIC RECOGNITION  
 

1. Presentation to the City of Copperas Cove of a Certificate and a U.S. 
Flag, which was flown over the U.S.S. Arizona, December 7, 2006, marking the 
65th Anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Gertrud (Trudy) E. Bolton 

 
Gertrud (Trudy) Bolton presented the Mayor and Council with the U.S. Flag and 
certificate.  Mrs. Bolton stated that on behalf of the entire Bolton family, she would like to 
present to the City of Copperas Cove, a flag that was proudly flown over the U.S.S. 
Arizona on December 7, 2006, which was the 65th Anniversary of the beginning of World 
War II. All of us are proud of our City and amazed at the continued growth. We hope that 
the Copperas Cove pride, along with the continued support of service members and their 
families will continue for many years into the future. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer thanked Mrs. Bolton on behalf of the entire City of Copperas Cove and 
said that the City of Copperas Cove graciously and humbly accepts this gift. He said that 
he understands how much this means her and her family and that the City will find a 
place of honor for it. 
 

2. Proclamation – Bulldawgs Day, January 24, 2007.  Roger P. O’Dwyer, 
Mayor 

 
Mayor O’Dwyer read the proclamation to members of the Bulldawgs  
Football Team and Coaches who were in attendance, and presented it to Coach Jack 
Welch. 
 

2. Proclamation – National Nurse Anesthetists Week, January 21 to January 
27, 2007.  Roger P. O’Dwyer, Mayor 

 
Mayor O’Dwyer read the proclamation.  

 
F.  CITIZENS’ FORUM citizens are allowed to speak on any matter other than 
personnel matters, matters under litigation, or matters on the regular agenda, for a 
length of time not to exceed five minutes per person. Thirty minutes total has been 
allotted for this section. 
 
Larry Letzer, 2908 Oak Hill Drive. Stated that local Internet service is poor in our area. 
He requested that the City of Copperas Cove write a letter to local providers and let 
them know that we would like better service. 
 
Council Member Fred Harris read the following statement: “Council members, Mayor, 
City Manager, City Attorney, City Secretary and City Staff, and the Citizens of this City, I 
would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for the support you have given 
me and my family through the past year. I want to thank some members of the Killeen 
City Council (one has been my mentor for almost nine years) for their public support of 
me and my family. I understand that my decision to plead no contest rather than present 
my self-defense claim causes some individuals concern. I want all of you to know that I 
will not allow my experience with the justice system to change manner in which I will 
serve the citizens of Copperas Cove.   
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Prior to entering my no contest plea, I consulted with my own attorney, Scott Stevens, 
and with the city attorney, Jim Thompson. Both of them indicated that they did not 
believe such a plea would require me to resign as a city councilman. Mr. Stevens told 
me that one of the reasons deferred adjudication and no contest pleas exist is for my 
very situation. While I feel I could have presented my self-defense claim, no one ever 
knows in advance what a jury will do. While I trust the jury system in general, the jury in 
my particular case could have disagreed with me about whether I did the right thing. If 
they had disagreed with me, the price I would have paid was too high to risk a trial. It 
could have included a felony conviction and possibly at least two years in prison. 
 
Because I did not have to admit any guilt and was assured of not going to prison, I 
decided not to risk the jury disagreeing with me. 
 
When the Mayor and others began to publicly comment on the situation, I again 
consulted with the city attorney and my attorney. Mr. Thompson and Mr. Stevens again 
assured me that the city charter did not allow a recall election in this situation. 
 
I believe it is in the best interest of the all involved to allow the comments in this meeting 
to be the last word on this matter and move forward with the city’s business. At this time 
it is my intention not to comment further on the situation. 
 
I feel some of the members of the council think I should resign. I apologize to the citizens 
of Copperas Cove for allowing my personal life to be the center of such controversy.  
However, I am satisfied that I have worked within the confines of the law. I believe I am 
fully capable of carrying out my duties without reservation or hindrance due to this 
situation. 
 
Unless a greater opportunity for service presents itself, I will continue to help this city 
become a thriving, progressive, growing, diverse city for the entirety of my elected term.”    
 
Diane Steele, 905 North 4th Street. She stated that the City has had Charter Review 
Committees in the past and public hearings on the issues have been held, but nothing 
ever changes.  She said citizens are allowed to come and speak at public hearings, but 
nothing ever seems to change.  She said it is her intention to change the Charter. She 
said that the people are the only ones who can elect the council and in that aspect of the 
Charter, Sec. 3.13, she thinks that the citizenry here need to decide on what grounds we 
want to use for recall of a council member. She requested that the Council let the 
citizens do this. Mayor O’Dwyer said he has been working on forming a committee to get 
the city charter updated. 
 
G. CONSENT ITEMS 
 

1. Consideration and action on approval of minutes from January 2, 2007.   
Jane Lees, City Secretary 

 
2. Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2007-04, authorizing the City 
Manager to apply for Emergency Management Funding through the Division of 
Emergency Management, Office of the Governor.  Dennis Haas, Fire Chief 
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Council Member Gallen made a motion to approve consent items G-1and G-2.  Council 
Member Somera seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 
The Resolution caption reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION 2007-04 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO APPLY FOR EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT FUNDING THROUGH THE DIVISION OF EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT, OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR. 
 
H.          PUBLIC HEARINGS/ACTION  
 

1. Public hearing on freezing property tax rates for citizens in Copperas 
Cove who are disabled or sixty-five years of age or older.  Steven J. Alexander, 
City Manager 

 
Steven J. Alexander, City Manager gave an overview of agenda item H-1. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Speaking:  Diane Steele 905 North 4th Street. Supports tax freeze and stated that the 
freeze will not cripple the City. She appreciated that the Council allowed the citizens to 
speak on this matter. This Council could decide to raise exemption rates. A new Council 
could at any time remove all but $3,000 of that exemption rate. She is against this and 
for a tax ceiling. 
 
Barry Davidson, 613 North 23rd Street. He stated that this should go to the citizens for a 
vote. He is bothered by the statement in the newspaper that this freeze would cripple the 
city and that it was stated that only 5.1 percent of citizens would be eligible for the 
freeze. 
 
Neil Halvorson, 2833 Veterans Avenue. If our council members are unable to vote in 
favor of the citizens of this city, then it needs to go to the voters. He stated that his taxes 
almost tripled from last year to this year. 
 
Donald Andrew, 1002 Stewart. The newspaper article stated that in the year 2008 the 
City would lose $33,000 in property tax money and that in 2026 the City would lose 
$411,000. This is well over 100 percent tax increase in 10 years. It needs to go for a 
vote from the people.  
 
Frank DiMuccio, 2314 East Highway 190. In the newspaper articles published, 5.1 
percent equals 1,450 people. This would be approximately 360 homes in Copperas 
Cove that would be subject to the tax freeze, not 1,450. He does not believe that we 
have accurate figures. Before this goes to the voters, we need to get accurate numbers 
so that citizens can make good decisions on how to vote.  
 
Chuck Downard, 208 Ridge Street.  He said that in 2004 the EDC conducted a survey. 
The survey indicated that there were 1,766 people in age group 65 and above. He said 
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that other cities in this position have produced the exact figures that Mr. DiMuccio has 
asked for. Asked for a public hearing to discuss raising the homestead tax. If it is raised, 
we may be putting some people into a position where they would not have any property 
taxes to pay. Coryell County and the City of Gatesville have passed a tax freeze. Let us 
vote on it.  
 
Bill Walts, 315 Chestnut Drive. If an exemption is made on the homestead tax, are we 
going to put a baseline depending on what your disability is with the Veterans 
Administration? How will this be addressed? What is the definition going to be of 
disability?  
 
Diane Steele, 905 North 4th Street. This Council could decide to raise exemption rates. A 
new Council could at any time remove all but $3,000 of that exemption rate. She is 
against this and for a tax ceiling. 
 
Rod Barnes, Grimes Crossing Road.  Stated that the tax assessor has incorrect figures 
and they are out of proportion. We have to remember that the houses will change hands. 
The tax freeze will affect those living on Social Security, and this would be nice for them. 
 
May Marie Billman, 503 Robertson Avenue. She agrees with everything that has been 
said so far. She stated that the tax assessments on our homes can paint a beautiful 
picture with a load of manure but in the end it still stinks. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer read emails and a letter from those who could not make the public 
hearing. The letters from Chris and Judith Fay Fontenot, David Leffingwell, Michael J. 
Hynes and Linda Goode all indicated that they are in favor of the City implementing a tax 
freeze. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer closed the Public Hearing.  
 

2.     Public hearing, consideration and action on Ordinance No. 2007-01, 
amending The City of Copperas Cove Zoning Ordinance, by adding Planned 
Development District regulations, removing the Residential Townhouse (R-TH) 
and Residential Garden Home (R-GH) districts, and amending district regulations 
for the Single-Family Residential (R-1), Two-Family (R-2), and Multi-Family (R-3) 
Districts.  John C. Adel, AICP, City Planner 

 
John C. Adel, City Planner gave an overview of agenda item H-2. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Speaking for: None. 
 
Speaking against: None. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Council Member Gallen made a motion to approve agenda item H-2.  Council Member 
Somera seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 
The Ordinance caption reads as follows: 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2007-01 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, AMENDING THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY 
ADDING PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT REGULATIONS, REMOVING THE 
RESIDENTIAL TOWNHOUSE (R-TH) AND RESIDENTIAL GARDEN HOME (R-GH) 
DISTRICTS, AND AMENDING DISTRICT REGULATIONS FOR THE SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL (R-1), TWO-FAMILY (R-2), AND MULTI-FAMILY (R-3) DISTRICTS. 
 
I.   ACTION ITEMS 
 

1. Consideration and action on authorizing the City Manager to execute a 
contract with Dunham Engineering, Inc., to provide all Professional Engineering 
Services associated with the design and rehabilitation of the one million gallon 
water storage tank on Mickan Mountain and the three hundred thousand gallon 
water storage tank on Hughes Mountain, in the amount, not to exceed $57,000.  
Robert M. McKinnon, Director of Water/Wastewater 
 

Robert M. McKinnon, Director of Water/Wastewater gave an overview of agenda item I-
1.    

 
Council Member Somera made a motion to approve agenda item I-1. Council Member 
Stockman seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 

 
2. Consideration and action on appointment of a representative from the 
City of Copperas Cove to the Hill Country Transit District (HCTC) Board of 
Directors.  Jane Lees, CMC, City Secretary 
 

Jane Lees, CMC, City Secretary gave an overview of agenda item I-2.  
 
Council Member Gallen made a motion to appoint James Stockman to the Hill country 
Transit District (HCTC) Board of Directors. Council Member Sheppard seconded the 
motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried.  
 

3. Consideration and action on authorizing the Mayor to issue a drilling 
permit on the application of Scully Energy Corporation for Gotcher #3 to drill for 
oil and gas within the corporate limits of the City of Copperas Cove.  James R. 
Thompson, City Attorney 
 

James R. Thompson, City Attorney gave an overview of agenda item I-3. 
 
Council Member Gatewood made a motion to waive the public hearing and approve 
agenda item I-3.  Council Member Gallen seconded the motion, and with a unanimous 
vote, motion carried.  
 

4. Consideration and action on authorizing the Mayor to issue a drilling 
permit on the application of Scully Energy Corporation for Gotcher #4 Well to drill 
for oil and gas within the corporate limits of the City of Copperas Cove.  James 
R. Thompson, City Attorney  
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James R. Thompson, City Attorney gave an overview of agenda item I-4. 
 
Council Member Gatewood made a motion to waive the public hearing and approve 
agenda item I-4.  Council Member Somera seconded the motion, and with a unanimous 
vote, motion carried.  
 

5. Consideration and action on authorizing the Mayor to issue a drilling 
permit on the application of Scully Energy Corporation for Gotcher #6 Well to drill 
for oil and gas within the corporate limits of the City of Copperas Cove.  James 
R. Thompson, City Attorney 
 

James R. Thompson, City Attorney gave an overview of agenda item I-5. 
 
Council Member Sheppard made a motion to waive the public hearing and approve 
agenda item I-5.  Council Member Gallen seconded the motion, and with a unanimous 
vote, motion carried. 
 

6. Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2007-05, expressing support 
for the continuation of the Statewide Transportation Enhancement Program.  
Steven J. Alexander, City Manager 

 
Steven J. Alexander, City Manager gave an overview of agenda item I-6. 
 
Council Member Gallen made a motion to approve agenda item I-6.  Council Member 
Somera seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 
The Resolution caption reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-05 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE STATEWIDE 
TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM. 
 
J. STAFF REPORTS—None. 
 
K. REPORTS OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND BOARDS—None.  
 
L. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 

Mayor O’Dwyer polled the Council to move this item for consideration after 
Executive Session concluded. The result of the poll was as follows: Council 
Member Sheppard, for; Council Member Gallen, for; Council Member Stockman, 
for; Council Member Gatewood, for; Council Member Harris, for; Council Member 
Somera, for. 

 
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
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1. Pursuant to §551.074 of the Open Meetings Act. Tex. Gov’t Code, 
Council will meet in Executive Session to discuss the duties and responsibilities 
of the City Council. 

 
Mayor O’Dwyer announced the City Council would adjourn from the regular meeting to 
enter into executive session at 9:00 p.m. 
 
N.  RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION RESULTING 
 FROM ANY ITEMS POSTED AND LEGALLY DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE 
 SESSION 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer announced the City Council had reconvened at 10:00 p.m.  
 
L. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer asked if there were any items to come before the Council as a result of 
Executive Session. Council Member Gatewood said that he would like to see on a future 
agenda a resolution that will be prepared addressing the censure of one of our 
members, in particular, Place 6, Mr. Harris. Council Members Sheppard and Somera 
agreed. In addition, the Council agreed to place on a future workshop a review of the 
rules and procedures of the Council. 

 
O. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor O’Dwyer stated the meeting adjourned at 10:04 
p.m. 

 
 

____________________________ 
       Roger P. O’Dwyer, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


