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CITY OF COPPERAS COVE 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 11, 2007 – 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor, Roger P. O’Dwyer called the regular meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Copperas Cove Texas to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
B. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Council Member Mayor O’Dwyer gave the Invocation, and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 

C. ROLL CALL     ALSO PRESENT 
  
 Bob Reeves     Andrea Gardner, City Manager 
 Larry D. Sheppard     James R. Thompson, City Attorney 
 Mark E. Peterson    Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 Charlotte Heinze 
 Ray Don Clayton 

Fred Harris  
Frank D. Somera, Jr.  
 

D. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

  E. PUBLIC RECOGNITION 
 

1. 2007 Blue Santa Program appreciation and recognition. Kelly Dix, Public 
Information Officer 

 
Kelly Dix, Public Information Officer, recognized Cove Meadows Management 
Corporation for a donation of $7,500 for this year’s Blue Santa Program. This is the 
largest donation every received in eight years of this program.  A plaque of appreciation 
was presented thanking the Board Members of Cove Meadows. She thanked everyone 
who donated this year and helped with the Program saying that it was much appreciated 
by the community and especially by the children of Copperas Cove. 
 
F.  CITIZENS’ FORUM citizens are allowed to speak on any matter other than 
personnel matters, matters under litigation, or matters on the regular agenda, for a 
length of time not to exceed five minutes per person. Thirty minutes total has been 
allotted for this section. 
 
None. 
 
G. CONSENT ITEMS 
 

1. Consideration and action on approval of minutes from November 20, 
2007 regular council meeting.   Jane Lees, CMC, City Secretary 
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2. Consideration and approval of minutes from the December 1, 2007 
special council meeting.  Jane Lees, CMC, City Secretary 

 
3. Consideration and action on authorizing the purchase of 588 Equitable 
Volume Rates II (EVR II) series 96 gallon trash containers listed on the State of 
Texas Contract, from Toter Incorporated in the amount of $27,918.24. Michael 
Mundell, Solid Waste Superintendent 

 
5. Consideration and action on award of Bid No. 2008-01-42 to Sam Pack’s 
Five Star Ford for the purchase of four (4) police pursuit vehicles for $27,242.00 
per unit. Tim Molnes, Police Chief 

 
Council Member Mark Peterson requested that Item G-4 be removed from the Consent 
Agenda for further discussion. 
 
Council Member Heinze made a motion to approve consent items G-1, G-2, G-3, and G-
5 as read. Council Member Somera seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, 
motion carried. 
 

4. Consideration and action on authorizing the release of funds in the 
amount of $5,500 from the Hotel Occupancy Tax Fund to the Copperas Cove 
Country Opry to satisfy the quarterly installments due for periods ending June 30, 
2007 and September 30, 2007.  Andrea Gardner, City Manger 

 
Council Member Peterson said that on July 10, 2007 and on August 21, 2007 the City 
Council requested that the Cove Opry come to us with specific requirements that they 
needed to meet prior to the release of these funds. As of this date, this has not been 
done.  Andrea Gardner explained further that at the August 21, 2007 regular council 
meeting, the City Council instructed the Copperas Cove Country Opry to work out the 
differences that were brought forth by a third party, as far as claims to that particular 
organization. She stated that to her knowledge, those issues have not been worked out. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
H.          PUBLIC HEARINGS/ACTION  
 

1. Public hearing, consideration and action on Ordinance No. 2007-33, 
amending the 2006-07 fiscal year budget for the City of Copperas Cove.  Andrea 
Gardner, City Manager 

 
Andrea Gardner, City Manager gave an overview of agenda item H-1. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer opened the public hearing. 
 
Speaking for:  None. 
 
Speaking against:  None. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer closed the public hearing. 
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Council Member Peterson made a motion to approve agenda item H-1 as presented. 
Council Member Reeves seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion 
carried.  
 
The Ordinance caption reads as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2007-33 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, AMENDING THE 2006-07 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 
COPPERAS COVE. 
 

2A. Conduct a public hearing on taxation of goods in transit pursuant to Texas 
Constitution Article VIII, § 1-n(d) and Texas Property Tax Code § 11.253. Andrea 
Gardner, City Manager 

 
Andrea Gardner, City Manager gave an overview of agenda item H-2A. 
 
Mayor O’Dwyer opened the public hearing. 
 
Speaking for:  None. 
 
Speaking against:  Jerry Conner, Executive Director of the Copperas Cove Economic 
Development Corporation. Mr. Conner offered some background information regarding 
the Freeport Exemption that was adopted by the City and Coryell County in August 
2003. He agrees with City Staff recommendation to take no action on Resolution 2007-
52, thus providing for an exemption of property taxes on “goods in transit.”   
 
Mayor O’Dwyer closed the public hearing. 
 

2B.  Consideration and approval of Resolution No. 2007-52, allowing for the 
continuation of taxing goods in transit pursuant to Texas Constitution Article VIII, § 
1-n(d) and Texas Property Tax Code § 11.253.  Andrea Gardner, City Manager 

 
Andrea Gardner, City Manager gave an overview of agenda item H-2B.  
 
No motion was made, therefore, no action was taken. 
 
The Resolution caption reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-52 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, ALLOWING FOR THE CONTINUATION OF TAXING GOODS IN TRANSIT 
PURSUANT TO TEXAS CONSTITUTION ARTICLE VIII, § 1-N(D) AND TEXAS 
PROPERTY TAX CODE § 11.253. 
 
I.            ACTION ITEMS  
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1. Consideration and action on appointment of one (1) new member to the 
Keep Copperas Cove Beautiful Commission. Silvia Rhoads, Executive 
Director, Keep Copperas Cove Beautiful 
 

Silvia Rhoads, Executive Director, Keep Copperas Cove Beautiful gave an overview of 
agenda item I-1.  
 
Council Member Heinze made a motion to approve appointment to KCCB of Christine 
Luciano for a term from December 11, 2007 through September 2008. Council Member 
Somera seconded the motion, and with vote of six to one, motion carried. Council 
Member Sheppard voted against the motion. 
 

2. Consideration and action on authorizing a lease agreement between the 
City of Copperas Cove and the Cove House Emergency Homeless Shelter, Inc. 
Ken Wilson, Director of Community Services 
 

Ken Wilson, Director of Community Services gave an overview of agenda item I-2.  
 
Council Member Somera made a motion to approve agenda item I-2. Council Member 
Peterson seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried.  
 

3. Consideration and action on approving Resolution No. 2007-53, 
authorizing the City Manager to enter into a tax-exempt lease agreement with 
Chase Equipment Leasing in the amount of $525,227.20 for a term of four years 
and at an interest rate of 3.52 percent.  Michael Mundell, Solid Waste 
Superintendent 

 
Michael Mundell, Solid Waste Superintendent gave an overview of agenda item I-3. 
 
Council Member Clayton made a motion to approve agenda item I-3. Council Member 
Heinze seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried.  
 
 The Resolution caption reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-53 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A TAX-EXEMPT 
LEASE AGREEMENT WITH CHASE EQUIPMENT LEASING IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$525,227.20 FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS AND AT AN INTEREST RATE OF 3.52 
PERCENT. 
 
J. STAFF REPORTS  
 

1. Update on naming of Municipal Court Building.  Andrea Gardner, City 
Manager  

 
Andrea Gardner, City Manager, gave an update on naming Municipal Court building. 
Name Riley J. Simpson Municipal Court Building. The City is proceeding forward with 
this project and currently accepting bids.  
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2. Certification of a Petition requesting an amendment to the City Charter, 
Article III, Section 13 by adoption or election in accordance with the Texas 
Election Code and the Copperas Cove City Charter.  Jane Lees, CMC, City 
Secretary  

 
Jane Lees, City Secretary, gave a report to certify a petition submitted to the City to 
repeal Article III, Section 13a and 13b of the City Charter and adopt the following Charter 
Amendment: POWER TO RECALL – Any city councilmember can be recalled from office 
for any stated reason. The petition was filed on November 13, 2007. On November 26, 
2007 the petition was returned to the Petitioner’s Committee to correct a deficiency. It 
was then re-filed on December 3, 2007. The City Secretary’s Office certified the petition 
on December 6, 2007. When the Council receives a petition for initiative that has been 
certified they can either adopt the proposed ordinance within 30 days, or it shall submit 
the proposed ordinance to a vote at the next election. Since the Texas Constitution, 
Article XI, Section 5, prohibits the City from altering, amending or repealing the City 
Charter oftener than every two years, Staff recommends that the Council submit the 
proposed ordinance to a vote at the May 10, 2008 election. 
 
K. REPORTS OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND BOARDS – None. 
 
L. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS – None. 
 
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

1.  Pursuant to §551.087 of the Open Meetings Act.  Tex. Gov’t Code, 
Council will meet in Executive Session for deliberations regarding Economic 
Development Negotiations to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive 
to a business prospect. 

 
2. Pursuant to §551.074 of the Open Meetings Act.  Tex. Gov’t Code, 
Council will meet in Executive Session to discuss the evaluation of the Municipal 
Judge. 

 
3. Pursuant to §551.074 of the Open Meetings Act.  Tex. Gov’t Code, 
Council will meet in Executive Session to discuss the evaluation of the City 
Attorney. 

 
The Council went into Executive Session at 8:04 p.m. to discuss items M-1, M-2, and M-
3.  
 
N.  RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION RESULTING 
 FROM ANY ITEMS POSTED AND LEGALLY DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE 
 SESSION 
 
The Council reconvened into open session at 9:32 p.m. There was no action to be taken 
on items M-2 and M-3. A motion follows regarding item M-1. 
 
Council Member Heinze made a motion to authorize the Copperas Cove Economic 
Development Corporation to make payment to Goodwin Commercial Properties for 



City Council Regular Minutes 
December 11, 2007 
Page 6 of 6 

infrastructure development incentives in the amount of $80,000. Council Member 
Reeves seconded the motion, and with a unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 
O. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor O’Dwyer adjourned the meeting at 9:34 p.m. 

 
 
 

_________________________ 
       Roger P. O’Dwyer, Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 
 
 


