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Notice is hereby given that a Regular Council Meeting of the City of Copperas Cove, 
Texas, will be held on the 15th day of July 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers at 507 South Main Street, Copperas Cove, Texas 76522, at which time the 
following subjects will be discussed: 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
B. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
C. ROLL CALL   
 
D. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
E. PUBLIC RECOGNITION 
 

1. Employee Service Awards: Andrea M. Gardner, City Manager 
 

• Stephen Clendenen, Fire Lieutenant – 5 years 
• Tiffany Oakes, Assistant Supervisor Municipal Court – 5 years 
• Steven Wright, Firefighter/Paramedic – 5 years 
• Rachel Brooks, Police Department Communications Operator – 5 

years 
• James Stayton III, Firefighter/EMT – 10 years 
• James Bednar Jr., Fire Inspector/Lieutenant – 10 years 
• Joe Wooten, Wastewater Senior Lab Technician – 30 years 

 
F. CITIZENS FORUM  At this time, citizens will be allowed to speak on any 

matter other than personnel matters, matters under litigation, or matters on the 
regular agenda, for a length of time not to exceed five minutes per person. Thirty 
minutes total has been allotted for this section. 

 
G. CONSENT AGENDA: All matters listed under this item are considered to be 

routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. There will not be 
separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be 
removed from the consent agenda and will be considered separately. 

NNOOTTIICCEE  OOFF  MMEEEETTIINNGG  
OOFF  TTHHEE  

GGOOVVEERRNNIINNGG  BBOODDYY  OOFF  
CCOOPPPPEERRAASS  CCOOVVEE,,  TTEEXXAASS  

 

An agenda information packet is available for public inspection 
in the Copperas Cove Public Library, City Hall and 

on the City’s Web Page, www.ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
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 1. Consideration and action on authorizing the Mayor Pro Tem to represent 
 the City of Copperas Cove’s position regarding TxDOT Category 3 
 Funding with written correspondence to the Texas Transportation 
 Commission. Andrea M. Gardner, City Manager 
 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS/ACTION  
 
 1. Public hearing and action on Ordinance No. 2008-23, amending the 2007-

 08 fiscal year budget for the City of Copperas Cove. Wanda Bunting, 
 Director of Financial Services 

 
 2. Public hearing on the permit applications of Central Basin Oil Investments, 

 Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for Atkinson #3CB through #8CB to drill for oil 
 and gas within the corporate limits of the City of Copperas Cove. James 
 R. Thompson, City Attorney 

 
 3. Public hearing on the permit application of Central Basin Oil Investments, 

 Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for re-entry drill on Williams #1 within the 
 corporate limits of the City of Copperas Cove. James R. Thompson, City 
 Attorney 

  
 4. Public hearing on the permit applications of Central Basin Oil Investments, 

 Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for Moten #1CB through #13CB to drill for oil 
 and gas within the corporate limits of the City of Copperas Cove. James 
 R. Thompson, City Attorney 

 
I. ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Consideration and adoption of Resolution No. 2008-25 of the City of 

 Copperas Cove, Texas approving an application for funding through the 
 Texas Department of Agriculture Downtown Revitalization Program. 
 Andrea M. Gardner, City Manager 

 
 2. Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2008-27, authorizing the City 

 Manager to execute a Standing Steering Committee Participation 
 Agreement and payment of the initial membership fee. Andrea M. 
 Gardner, City Manager 

  
 3. Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2008-24, suspending the 

 August 8, 2008 effective date of Oncor Electric Delivery Company 
 requested rate change to permit the City time to study the request and to 
 establish reasonable rates; approving cooperation with Oncor Cities 
 Steering Committee to hire legal and consulting services and to negotiate 
 with the company and direct any necessary litigation and appeals. Andrea 
 M. Gardner, City Manager 

 
 4. Consideration and action on authorizing the Mayor Pro Tem to execute an 

 Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between the City of Copperas Cove and 
 the County of Lampasas to provide health related services regarding on-
 site water/sewer treatment facilities. Andrea M. Gardner, City Manager 
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 5. Consideration and action on authorizing the City Manager to solicit 
 proposals (Request for Proposals) for full-time legal services. Andrea M. 
 Gardner, City Manager 

 
 6. Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2008-26, ordering a special 

 election to be held November 4, 2008 and, if necessary, a runoff election; 
 establishing polling locations; naming the presiding judge and alternate for 
 the runoff if necessary; and establishing procedures for said elections. 
 Jane Lees, City Secretary 

 
 7. Schedule a Public Hearing on City Manager’s Proposed Budget for the 

 2008-2009 fiscal year for August 7, 2008. Wanda Bunting, Director of 
 Financial Services 

  
J. STAFF REPORTS 
 
 1. Financial Report for the Month ended May 31, 2008. Wanda Bunting, 

 Director of  Financial Services 
 
K. REPORTS OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND BOARDS – None. 
 
L. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
N. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION RESULTING 

FROM ANY ITEMS POSTED AND LEGALLY DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE 
SESSION 

 
O. ADJOURNMENT   
 
The City Council reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time regarding any issue on 
this agenda for which it is legally permissible. 
 
City Hall is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Please contact the 
City Secretary at (254) 547-4221, (254) 547-6063 TTY, or FAX (254) 547-5116 for information or 
assistance. 
 
I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the Governing Body of 
the City of Copperas Cove was posted at ______________, July 11, 2008 on the glass front door of City 
Hall, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times.  
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Jane Lees, City Secretary 
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Notice is hereby given that a Workshop of the City of Copperas Cove, Texas will be 
held on the 15th day of July 2008, at 6:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers at 
507 South Main Street, Copperas Cove, Texas 76522 at which time the following 
subjects will be discussed: 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
B. ROLL CALL   
 
C. WORKSHOP ITEMS 
 

1. Presentation and discussion of the Fiscal Year 2009 Proposed Budget. 
Andrea M. Gardner, City Manager 

 
D. ADJOURNMENT   
 
City Hall is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for 
accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Please contact the 
City Secretary at (254) 547-4221, (254) 547-6063 TTY, or FAX (254) 547-5116 for information or 
assistance. 
 
I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the Governing Body of 
the City of Copperas Cove was posted at _______________, July 11, 2008 on the glass front door of City 
Hall, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times.  
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Jane Lees, City Secretary 

NNOOTTIICCEE  OOFF  WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP  
OOFF  TTHHEE  

GGOOVVEERRNNIINNGG  BBOODDYY  OOFF  
CCOOPPPPEERRAASS  CCOOVVEE,,  TTEEXXAASS  

 

An agenda information packet is available for 
public inspection in the Copperas Cove Public Library, City Hall and on the 

City’s Web Page www.ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 

 



July 15, 2008 
 
 
Ms. Deirdre Delisi, Chair 
Texas Transportation Commission 
125 E. 11th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 
 
Ms. Delisi: 
 
Mr. Richard Skopik, District Engineer for the TxDOT Waco District, provided a TxDOT 
funding update to the Killeen-Temple Urban Transportation Study (K-TUTS) Policy 
Board on July 2, 2008.  During the update, it was discovered by the Policy Board that a 
total of six TxDOT Districts exceeded the allotted Category 3 Funding. The overall 
impact the district overruns had on Statewide Category 3 Funding was ($48,463,241).  
When TxDOT officials were questioned about the overruns, the Policy Board was 
informed the districts with negative Category 3 balances would be ineligible for further 
Category 3 funding for a period of ten years.   
 
As Mayor Pro-Tem for the City of Copperas Cove, I was troubled by the fact that a 
number of districts were allowed to exceed the original Category 3 funding by an 
amount that could have conceivably funded the City of Copperas Cove Southeast 
Bypass (Reliever Route) project that is ranked as the number one project for the K-
TUTS Metropolitan Planning Organization. 
 
My request as the Mayor Pro-Tem for Copperas Cove is the Texas Transportation 
Commission enforces the ten year ineligibility status of the districts exceeding the 
original Category 3 funding. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and assistance. If you have any questions, please 
contact me via email at rreeves@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert L. Reeves 
Mayor Pro-Tem 
 
cc:   Andrea M. Gardner, City Manager 
 City Council Members (Places 2 – 7) 
         Jane Lees, City Secretary 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  GG--11  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  AAnnddrreeaa  MM..  GGaarrddnneerr,,  CCiittyy  MMaannaaggeerr, 547-4221  

agardner@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration and action on authorizing the Mayor Pro Tem to 

represent the City of Copperas Cove’s position regarding TxDOT 
Category 3 Funding with written correspondence to the Texas 
Transportation Commission. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

On July 2, 2008, a funding update was provided to the Killeen-Temple Urban 
Transportation Study (K-TUTS) Policy Board.  City representatives present at the 
Policy Board Meeting included the following individuals: 
 

Robert Reeves, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Andrea Gardner, City Manager 

Carl Ford, Development Services Director 
 

The funding update disclosed an unknown fact that six districts across the State 
exceeded the original Category 3 funding.  The overrun allowed in the six 
districts had an overall impact on Statewide Category 3 Funding of 
($48,463,241). 

 
2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

After discussion of the matter, the City Manager recommended the City draft a 
letter for City Council approval requesting the Texas Transportation Commission 
enforce the ten year ineligibility status of the six districts that exceeded the 
original Category 3 funding. 

 
3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

None.   
 

4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends that the City Council authorize the Mayor Pro Tem to 
represent the City of Copperas Cove’s position regarding TxDOT Category 3 
Funding with written correspondence to the Texas Transportation Commission. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2008-23 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE BUDGET FOR OPERATING 
THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OF 
COPPERAS COVE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2007, AND ENDING ON 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2008; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN 
CONFLICT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
ORDINANCE; AND ESTABLISHING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend the operating budget of the 

municipal government of the City of Copperas Cove for the fiscal 
year October 1, 2007 to September 30, 2008; and 
 

WHEREAS, said budget amendments have been submitted to the City Council 
by the City Manager in accordance with the City Charter; and 
 

WHEREAS, public notices of public hearings upon this budget have been duly 
and legally made as required by City Charter and law. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF COPPERAS COVE: 
 

SECTION I. 
 

That the City Council of the City of Copperas Cove ratify, approve and adopt the 
amendments to the budget considered for the fiscal year of October 1, 2007 to 
September 30, 2008, as identified in “Attachment A” of this ordinance. 
 

SECTION II. 
 

That all ordinances for which provision has heretofore been made are hereby 
expressly repealed if in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance. 
 

SECTION III. 
 

That should any part, portion, or section of this ordinance be declared invalid or 
inoperative or void for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision, opinion or judgment shall in no way affect the remaining portions, parts, 
or sections or parts of section of this ordinance, which provisions shall be, remain 
and continue to be in full force and effect. 
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SECTION IV. 
 

That this ordinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect from and after 
its passage and publication according to law. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of July 2008, at a regular 
called meeting of the City Council of the City of Copperas Cove, Texas, which 
meeting was held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Tex. Gov’t Code 
551.001, et.seq., at which meeting a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Robert Reeves, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________ 
James R. Thompson, City Attorney 
 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
On July 15, 2008, during a Regular City Council Meeting, the City Council of the 
City of Copperas Cove will hold the required public hearing on the ordinance to 
amend the FY 2007-08 Budget for the City of Copperas Cove.  The July 15, 2008 
City Council Meeting will begin at 7:00 pm and will be held in the City Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 507 South Main Street, Copperas Cove, Texas 76522. 
 
The proposed amendments to the FY 2007-08 Annual Budget are as follows: 
  

     Increase (Decrease) 
General Fund 
 Expenditure Appropriations  ($ 72,120) 
 
Solid Waste Fund 
 Revenues    $  62,000 
 Expense Appropriations   $  50,000 
 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Fund 
 Expenditure Appropriations  $  35,000 
 
Municipal Court Security Fund 
 Expenditure Appropriations  $   1,905 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  HH--11  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  WWaannddaa  BBuunnttiinngg,,  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSeerrvviicceess, 547-4221  

wbunting@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Public Hearing and action on Ordinance No. 2008-23, amending the 

2007-08 fiscal year budget for the City of Copperas Cove. 
  
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

The 2007-08 budget was adopted on September 4, 2007 with budget 
amendments approved on May 20, 2008 and June 17, 2008.  According to 
Section 6.16(b)(1) of the Copperas Cove City Charter, in order for the City 
Council to amend the 2007-08 budget it must first hold a public hearing on the 
proposed amendments. The Charter also provides a requirement that when fund 
balance is to be used to fund increases in expenditures that two public hearings 
be held.  The proposed budget amendment will require the use of fund balance. 
This is the second and final of two public hearings as required by the Charter.  
The first Public Hearing was held on July 1, 2008. 
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

The General Fund

 

 requires a redistribution of $31,255 and a decrease of 
$72,120 in expenditure appropriations.  In order to adequately fund the 
expenditures for the following departmental budgets, a budget amendment is 
required: 

• Finance    $13,518 
• Human Resources     $2,600 
• Police            ($100,000) 
• Animal Control   $11,762 

 
The redistribution of appropriations includes the following: 
 

• Salary savings in the Police Department are being allocated to Human 
Resources for additional personnel related costs, Finance for appraisal 
district fees, Animal Control for equipment for new vehicle budgeted in 
2007-08 budget   

• Contingency funds in the amount of $3,375 need to be redistributed to 
cover additional funds for Gov QA. 

 
The Solid Waste Fund will require an increase of 50,000 in expense 
appropriations.  Revenue appropriation increases reflect a total of $62,000 which 
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offsets the expense appropriation increases.  The revenues adequately fund the 
expenses for the following departmental budgets: 
 

• Solid Waste Disposal     $   50,000 
 

Increases include:  
 

• Fuel surcharge increases on the Hauling and Disposal of solid waste. 
 

Solid Waste Fund revenue increases include the following: 
 

• Garbage Collection Fees   $  62,000 
 

The Hotel Occupancy Tax Fund

 

 will require an increase of $35,000 in 
expenditure appropriations.  The expenditure increase is for: 

• Promotion of Tourism – Chamber  $   15,000 
• Historical Renovation – Facilities $   20,000 
 

The Chamber of Commerce has requested additional funds to cover the 
reimbursement of costs associated with the Rabbit Fest and the City is 
requesting additional funds for repairs to the Allin House. 
 
The Municipal Court Security Fund

 

 will require an increase of $1,905 in 
expenditure appropriations.  The expenditure increase is for an upgrade to the 
security system at Municipal Court.  The fund balance will be used to cover this 
expenditure increase. 

3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

See attached ordinance and proposed amendments. 
 
4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends that the City Council hold a public hearing and approve 
Ordinance No. 2008-23 amending the fiscal year 2007-08 Budget. 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  HH--22  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  JJaammeess  RR..  TThhoommppssoonn,,  CCiittyy  AAttttoorrnneeyy  554477--77553366  

jthompson@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Public hearing on the permit applications of Central Basin Oil 

Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for Atkinson #3CB through 
#8CB to drill for oil and gas within the corporate limits of the City of 
Copperas Cove. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Copperas Cove, Oil and Gas 
Wells, sets out the requirements for obtaining permit to drill within the corporate 
limits of the City of Copperas Cove.  Section 14-4 requires any person desiring to 
secure a permit to drill, complete and operate an oil or gas well within the 
corporate limits of the City shall make application therefore to the City Council in 
the Office of the City Secretary and the application shall follow certain criteria set 
out in the ordinance.   
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

Central Basin Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC have fulfilled all of the 
requirements of Sec. 14-4, Permit application. There is no need for a permittee to 
give notice of such application to all lessees, real estate owners or other persons 
that own land in the drilling unit required by this section because Central Basin 
Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC have mineral leases and drilling 
rights on all property in the drilling unit. All owners of dwellings and structures 
used for human occupancy situated within 300 feet of the proposed well location 
which have not been abandoned have consented to the drilling of the proposed 
well.    
 
According to Section 14-7, the City Council or City Manager shall conduct a 
public hearing at which all interested persons shall be permitted to be present 
and to present evidence relative to such drilling permit and the well to be drilled 
pursuant thereto except as provided for in section 14-8(b).  Such hearing shall be 
conducted within thirty (30) days after the date of the application for such permit 
but not prior to the seventh day following the making of the notices provided in 
section 14-5. 
 

3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
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There are no out-of-pocket expenses for the City. The risk to the City from 
damages caused by such drilling operations have been minimized by Applicant 
providing a $30,000.00 cashier’s check for multiple drilling sites, general liability 
policy that provides insurance for bodily injury or death of one person of not less 
than $1,000,000.00, for any one accident not less than $2,000,000.00 and 
property damage not less than $500,000.00, and environmental pollution liability 
insurance applicable to bodily injury, property damage including loss of use of 
damaged  property or of property that has been physically injured or destroyed; 
clean-up costs; and defense, including cost and expense incurred in the 
investigation, defense or settlement of claims; all in connection with any loss 
arising from the inured site; said coverage to be maintained in an amount of at 
least $1,000,000.00 per loss with annual aggregate of at least $2,000,000.00,    
for each drilling site.     
 

4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends the Council hold the public hearing the permit 
applications of Central Basin Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for 
Atkinson  #3CB through Atkinson #8CB. 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  HH--33  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  JJaammeess  RR..  TThhoommppssoonn,,  CCiittyy  AAttttoorrnneeyy  554477--77553366  

jthompson@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Public hearing on the permit application of Central Basin Oil 

Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for re-entry drill on Williams 
#1 within the corporate limits of the City of Copperas Cove. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Copperas Cove, Oil and Gas 
Wells, sets out the requirements for obtaining permit to drill within the corporate 
limits of the City of Copperas Cove.  Section 14-4 requires any person desiring to 
secure a permit to drill, complete and operate an oil or gas well within the 
corporate limits of the City shall make application therefore to the City Council in 
the Office of the City Secretary and the application shall follow certain criteria set 
out in the ordinance.   
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

Central Basin Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC have fulfilled all of the 
requirements of Sec. 14-4, Permit application. There is no need for a permittee to 
give notice of such application to all lessees, real estate owners or other persons 
that own land in the drilling unit required by this section because Central Basin 
Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC have mineral leases and drilling 
rights on all property in the drilling unit. All owners of dwellings and structures 
used for human occupancy situated within 300 feet of the proposed well location 
which have not been abandoned have consented to the drilling of the proposed 
well.    
 
According to Section 14-7, the City Council or City Manager shall conduct a 
public hearing at which all interested persons shall be permitted to be present 
and to present evidence relative to such drilling permit and the well to be drilled 
pursuant thereto except as provided for in section 14-8(b).  Such hearing shall be 
conducted within thirty (30) days after the date of the application for such permit 
but not prior to the seventh day following the making of the notices provided in 
section 14-5. 
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3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

There are no out-of-pocket expenses for the City. The risk to the City from 
damages caused by such drilling operations have been minimized by Applicant 
providing a $30,000.00 cashier’s check for multiple drilling sites, general liability 
policy that provides insurance for bodily injury or death of one person of not less 
than $1,000,000.00, for any one accident not less than $2,000,000.00 and 
property damage not less than $500,000.00, and environmental pollution liability 
insurance applicable to bodily injury, property damage including loss of use of 
damaged  property or of property that has been physically injured or destroyed; 
clean-up costs; and defense, including cost and expense incurred in the 
investigation, defense or settlement of claims; all in connection with any loss 
arising from the inured site; said coverage to be maintained in an amount of at 
least $1,000,000.00 per loss with annual aggregate of at least $2,000,000.00,    
for each drilling site.     
 

4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends the Council hold the public hearing on the permit 
applications of Central Basin Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for re-
entry drill of Williams #1. 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  HH--44  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  JJaammeess  RR..  TThhoommppssoonn,,  CCiittyy  AAttttoorrnneeyy  554477--77553366  

jthompson@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Public hearing on the permit applications of Central Basin Oil 

Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for Moten #1CB through 
Moten #13CB to drill for oil and gas within the corporate limits of the 
City of Copperas Cove. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Copperas Cove, Oil and Gas 
Wells, sets out the requirements for obtaining permit to drill within the corporate 
limits of the City of Copperas Cove.  Section 14-4 requires any person desiring to 
secure a permit to drill, complete and operate an oil or gas well within the 
corporate limits of the City shall make application therefore to the City Council in 
the Office of the City Secretary and the application shall follow certain criteria set 
out in the ordinance.   
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

Central Basin Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC have fulfilled all of the 
requirements of Sec. 14-4, Permit application. There is no need for a permittee to 
give notice of such application to all lessees, real estate owners or other persons 
that own land in the drilling unit required by this section because Central Basin 
Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC have mineral leases and drilling 
rights on all property in the drilling unit. All owners of dwellings and structures 
used for human occupancy situated within 300 feet of the proposed well location 
which have not been abandoned have consented to the drilling of the proposed 
well.    
 
According to Section 14-7, the City Council or City Manager shall conduct a 
public hearing at which all interested persons shall be permitted to be present 
and to present evidence relative to such drilling permit and the well to be drilled 
pursuant thereto except as provided for in section 14-8(b).  Such hearing shall be 
conducted within thirty (30) days after the date of the application for such permit 
but not prior to the seventh day following the making of the notices provided in 
section 14-5. 
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3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

There are no out-of-pocket expenses for the City. The risk to the City from 
damages caused by such drilling operations have been minimized by Applicant 
providing a $30,000.00 cashier’s check for multiple drilling sites, general liability 
policy that provides insurance for bodily injury or death of one person of not less 
than $1,000,000.00, for any one accident not less than $2,000,000.00 and 
property damage not less than $500,000.00, and environmental pollution liability 
insurance applicable to bodily injury, property damage including loss of use of 
damaged  property or of property that has been physically injured or destroyed; 
clean-up costs; and defense, including cost and expense incurred in the 
investigation, defense or settlement of claims; all in connection with any loss 
arising from the inured site; said coverage to be maintained in an amount of at 
least $1,000,000.00 per loss with annual aggregate of at least $2,000,000.00,    
for each drilling site.     
 

4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends the Council hold the public hearing on the permit 
applications of Central Basin Oil Investments, Inc. and Halek Energy LLC for 
Moten #1CB through Moten #13CB. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-25 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN APPLICATION 
FOR FUNDING THROUGH THE TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE DOWNTOWN 
REVITALIZATION PROGRAM. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Copperas Cove as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. 
 
The City Council has reviewed and hereby approves an application for:  
 
Construction of ADA compliant sidewalks, crosswalks, period lighting and 
appurtenances. 
 
  Downtown Revitalization Improvements  $135,000 
  Award Administration    $  15,000 
 
  TOTAL GRANT     $150,000 
 

SECTION 2. 
 
The City Council has reviewed and hereby agrees to comply with all assurances 
executed in connection with the application and, if funded the award. 
 

SECTION 3. 
 
The Mayor and/or Mayor Pro-Tem is hereby authorized and directed to act on the 
City’s behalf in all matters pertaining to this application. 
 

SECTION 4. 
 

The City Council has reviewed and hereby agrees not to participate in program 
income recapture and will return all program income to the State to be placed in 
a statewide Revolving Loan Fund to be used by the State to fund future 
economic development awards.  By agreeing to this measure, the city/county 
understands that it will be eligible to receive as many Texas Capital Fund awards 
per program year as it has eligible projects.   

 
SECTION 5. 

 
The City Council authorizes a match expenditure to be used for engineering and 
administration expenses associated with the project in the amount of  
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  TOTAL MATCH    $      45,000  
 
  Percent of Total Grant request              30% 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Copperas Cove, Texas this 15th day of July 2008, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, held in accordance with the provisions of V.T.C.A., Government 
Code § 551.001 et seq.        
 
 
              
      Robert L. Reeves, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
                                                                    
Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
       
James R. Thompson, City Attorney 
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SUBJECT: Consideration and adoption of Resolution No. 2008-25 of the City of 

Copperas Cove, Texas approving an application for funding through 
the Texas Department of Agriculture Downtown Revitalization 
Program. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

On May 20, 2008, the City Council authorized a Letter of Agreement with Grant 
Development Services, Inc. to prepare and submit an application for a Texas 
Capital Fund Downtown Revitalization Program Grant (TCFDR).  The goal of the 
TCFDR Program is to aid in the elimination of area slum/blight for Texas 
communities thereby improving the Texas economy.   
 
The Program can provide funding for renovation and/or construction of 
sidewalks, lighting, drainage and other infrastructure improvements in the City’s 
downtown area.  The maximum amount an entity can apply for is $150,000.  
Eligible communities must also be designated as non-entitlement cities, generally 
having a population of less than 50,000. 
 
The TCF program is administered by the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA), 
through an interagency agreement with the Office of Rural Community Affairs 
(ORCA).  The program funds are a part of the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program.   
 
On June 3, 2008, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2008-17 which found 
and determined that a certain area of the City contains conditions which are 
detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare of the community and 
constitutes a blighted area. 
 
On June 17, 2008, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2008-21 which 
authorized the application for funding and approved a match of $29,800.00. 
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2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

City Staff is recommending adoption of a new resolution reflecting current cost 
estimates. City Council adoption of a resolution providing authorization for 
submittal of the grant application and a match expenditure is a requirement of the 
grant. 

 
The city obtained the following revised engineering estimates after the initial 
approval of Resolution No. 2008-21: 
 

• Construction Costs (Avenue D from 1st to 2nd Streets  $143,500 
• Non-Construction Cost Items     
    

    51,500 

                   $195,000 
 

3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

Funding for the match amount of $45,000 will be included in the FY 2009 
Proposed Budget and Plan of Municipal Services.   The match dollars will be 
expended only if the grant application receives approval and funding by the 
Texas Department of Agriculture.  
 

4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends adoption of Resolution No. 2008-25 of the City of 
Copperas Cove, Texas approving an application for funding through the Texas 
Department of Agriculture Downtown Revitalization Program. 



 
THE STATE OF TEXAS § 
      STANDING STEERING COMMITTEE 
COUNTY OF TARRANT §    PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 
 
 
 THIS Agreement is made and entered into on this the 15th day of July 2008, by, 
between and among the CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, TEXAS ("CITY") and member 
cities of the STANDING STEERING COMMITTEE ("SSC").  This Agreement is 
authorized by the Texas Interlocal Cooperation Act (V.T.C.A. Texas Government Code, 
Chapter 791), and other authorities. 
 
        W I T N E S S E T H: 
 
 
WHEREAS, the cities in the service area of Oncor Electric Delivery Company 

(formerly TXU Electric Delivery Company and Texas Utilities Electric 
Company) have worked together collectively in a coalition to participate 
in the regulatory process to assure electric rates charged were just and 
reasonable; and 

 
WHEREAS, the nature of electric utility regulation is undergoing substantial change as 

a result of state and federal legislation; and 
 
WHEREAS, there remains a need for cities to cooperate to assure the public interest is 

protected and electric and other utility rates are just and reasonable; and 
 
WHEREAS, regulatory changes now require quick response in order to have 

meaningful input into the ratesetting process; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide adequate resources to enable cities to act quickly, 

decisively, and jointly on electric utility regulatory developments; NOW 
THEREFORE, 

 
 In consideration of the premises, agreements, covenants and promises set forth 
herein, it is agreed as follows: 
 

1. 
Standing Steering Committee Membership 

and Executive Committee 
 
 The CITY and the member cities hereby form the Standing Steering Committee 
("SSC").  Each member city shall, by action of its governing body, approve its 
membership in the SSC and designate its representative to receive notices and participate 
in and vote at SSC meetings.  The SSC shall be composed of all cities paying the current 
nonrefundable membership fee.  The membership fee shall be established from time to 
time by the Executive Committee.  The fee for the initial period (approximately one year) 
is 10¢ per capita, according to the CITY's population listed in the most recent Texas 
Municipal League Directory of Texas City Officials.  The members shall elect an 
Executive Committee consisting of no more than twenty (20) persons which shall 
function as the Board of Directors.  The Executive Committee shall at least include a 
representative from all member cities with a population greater than 100,000, according 
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to the most recent Texas Municipal League Directory of Texas City Officials.  The 
remainder of the representatives shall be selected based upon diversity of geographic 
location and city population size.  Each city on the SSC and each city on the Executive 
Committee shall have one vote, respectively.  Meetings of the Executive Committee shall 
be open to each city on the SSC whether or not it has a representative on the Executive 
Committee. 
 

2. 
Powers of the Executive Committee 

 
 The CITY and the member cities delegate to the Executive Committee the power 
to intervene on behalf of SSC member cities in electric projects, rulemaking, rate case, 
and related dockets and appeals thereof, represent the interests of cities in utility matters 
before state and federal legislative bodies and to pay for such activities.  A member city 
may subsequently request and cause its party status to be withdrawn from such activities.  
The Executive Committee shall fix the amount of the membership fee from time to time. 
 

3. 
Election of Officers 

 
 The Executive Committee shall elect a chair and any co-chairs as it deems 
necessary who shall serve at the pleasure of the Executive Committee.  The Executive 
Committee shall also elect a secretary/treasurer. 
 

4. 
Powers of the Officers 

 
 Each officer elected shall serve at the pleasure of the Executive Committee up to a 
term of four (4) years.  The Executive Committee shall elect or re-elect officers at least 
every four (4) years.  Unless terminated by the Executive Committee or the respective 
city governing body, the officer shall perform the duties of office until a replacement has 
been elected.  Meetings of the Executive Committee and SSC shall be upon call of the 
chair or two (2) members of the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee shall 
meet at least annually.  The chair is authorized by action of the Executive Committee to 
engage consultants and attorneys and to pay for such services. 
 

5. 
Termination of Membership 

 
 A city may terminate its membership by action of its governing body, or if said 
city fails to pay its membership fee in full within one-hundred eighty (180) days after 
notification of fee due.  A city is considered notified on the day written notice is sent to 
its last designated representative on file with the secretary/treasurer. 
 

6. 
Money Held in Trust 

 
 The officers shall hold and manage all money collected in trust for the benefit of 
the member cities collectively.  Officers may establish prudent fund accounts that 
accumulate funding for activities and to pay authorized expenses.  Officers shall serve 
without pay, but may be reimbursed reasonable out-of-pocket expenses as approved by 
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the Executive Committee.  CITY may request and receive a statement of SSC revenues 
and expenses each year. 
 

7. 
Payment for Performance of Governmental Functions and Services Made from 

Current Revenues 
 
 By entering into this Agreement, CITY affirms that it is paying for the 
performance of governmental functions or services from current revenues available.  The 
payments made under this agreement fairly and adequately compensates the SSC for the 
services or functions performed under the contract. 

 
8. 

Legal Construction 
 
 In case any one or more of the terms, provisions, phrases or clauses contained in 
this agreement shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any 
respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability shall be construed as if such invalid, 
illegal or unenforceable portion had never been contained herein. 
 

9. 
Entire Agreement 

 
 This contract embodies the complete agreement of the parties hereto superseding 
all oral or written previous and contemporary agreements between the parties relating to 
matters herein and, except as otherwise provided herein, cannot be modified without 
written agreement of the parties. 
 

10. 
No Other Obligations 

 
 By entering into this Agreement, the parties do not create any obligations, express 
or implied, other than those set forth herein, and this Agreement shall not create any 
rights in parties not signatories hereto. 
 

11. 
Immunity 

 
 It is expressly understood and agreed that in the execution of this Agreement, 
neither CITY nor SSC waives, nor shall be deemed to waive, any immunity or defense 
that would otherwise be available to each against claims arising in the exercise of 
governmental powers and functions. 
 

12. 
Authority 

 
 The undersigned officers and/or agents are properly authorized to execute this 
Agreement on behalf of the parties hereto, and each hereby certifies to the other that any 
necessary resolutions extending such authority have been duly passed and are now in full 
force and effect. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the dates 

indicated above. 

 

 
CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, TEXAS STANDING STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
BY:      BY:       
    Signature        Signature 
                   
    Andrea M. Gardner       Printed/Typed Name 
                   
    City Manager     Title 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
CITY SECRETARY 
 
 
       
    Signature         
          
    Jane Lees        
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-27 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF 
THE STANDING STEERING COMMITTEE 
PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, 
TEXAS: 
 
I. The City Manager or designee is hereby authorized to execute the Standing 
Steering Committee Participation Agreement, a substantial copy of which is attached as 
Attachment 1. 
 
II. Naming      _____,     _____ 
   [NAME]         [TITLE] 
            _____ 

[ADDRESS] 
     , Texas     , as the City of   _____ 
  [CITY]        [ZIP CODE]    [CITY] 
    _______‘s Steering Committee representative to receive notices 
and carry out the responsibilities set forth in Attachment 1. 
 
III. Authorizing the payment of the initial participation of 10¢ per capita, according to 
City's population shown in the TML Directory of Texas City Officials. 
IV. Directing that a certified copy of this resolution and the approved participation fee 
be sent to: Jay Doegey, City of Arlington, Post Office Box 231, Arlington, Texas  76004-
0231. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Copperas Cove, Texas this 15th day of July 2008, at which meeting a quorum was 
present, held in accordance with the provisions of V.T.C.A., Government Code § 
551.001 et seq. 
    
      ____________________________ 
      Robert L. Reeves, Mayor Pro Tem 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
       
 
     _ 
James R. Thompson, City Attorney 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Cities Served by Oncor Electric Delivery Company 
FROM: Jay Doegey, Chairman of Oncor Cities Steering Committee 
DATE:  July 8, 2007 
RE:  Membership in Oncor Cities Steering Committee 
 
 Given your city’s active participation with other municipal coalitions to control the price 
of electric and natural gas rates, I want to inform you of an opportunity for membership in the 
Oncor Cities Steering Committee ("Steering Committee").  Membership in the Steering 
Committee allows your city to be an active participant in managing the transmission and 
distribution rates charged by Oncor and entitles your city to have a voice in directing the rate and 
policy issues addressed by the Steering Committee.   
 

For 20 years, the Steering Committee has maintained a united front and maximized the 
regulatory presence of cities before the Public Utility Commission.  The Steering Committee is 
actively involved in rate cases, appeals, rulemakings, and legislative efforts impacting the rates 
charged by Oncor within the City.  Steering Committee representation is also strong at ERCOT, 
where municipal membership far exceeds all other consumer and market participant segments.  
The work undertaken by the Steering Committee has saved all cities and ratepayers in the Oncor 
service area millions of dollars in unreasonable charges.  

 
Activities undertaken by the Steering Committee are funded by its members.  An initial 

membership assessment of $0.10 per capita is used as a fair method for the members to bear the 
burdens associated with the benefits received from that membership.  All funds collected through 
membership assessments are deposited in an account directed and controlled by the Steering 
Committee's Executive Committee.   

 
To assist in the City's consideration of Steering Committee membership, several 

documents are attached: 
 
• Steering Committee Fact Sheet and Recent Steering Committee Accomplishments 
• Standing Steering Committee Participation Agreement  
• Model resolution authorizing the executive of the Steering Committee Participation 

Agreement 
• List of Steering Committee members. 

   
 A copy of the resolution should be mailed with payment of the fee to Jay Doegey, Chair, 
Oncor Cities Steering Committee, c/o City Attorney’s Office, Mail Stop 63-0300, P.O. Box 90231, 
Arlington, Texas 76004-3231.  Checks should be made out to:  Oncor Cities Steering Committee c/o 
Arlington City Attorney's Office..   
 
   



Steering Committee Fact Sheet 
 

The Steering Committee is the largest coalition of cities served by Oncor Electric 
Delivery Company.  There are more than 100 member cities, representing 80+ percent of the 
total load served by Oncor.     

 
The Steering Committee is the most active consumer group advocating the interests of 

cities and residential and small commercial customers within cities to keep wires rates 
reasonable.  Most cities have original jurisdiction over the electric transmission and distribution 
rates Oncor charges all customers within city limits.  Because Oncor has no competitors, 
regulation of the rates that it charges its customers is the only way that cities can ensure that 
transmission and distribution rates, which make up about twenty percent of the total electric bill, 
are fair. Working as a coalition to review the rates charged by Oncor allows cities to accomplish 
more collectively than each city could do acting alone.  Steering Committee membership is open 
to all cities, regardless of whether original jurisdiction has been retained.   

   
With the increased volatility of the electric energy costs in the deregulated market, city 

regulation of transmission and distribution rates plays a crucial role in protecting city budgets 
and taxpayers.  In the recent past, Steering Committee efforts have resulted in monetary 
payments to cities on reimbursement for excessive street lighting and water pumping charges.  
The Steering Committee achieved these reimbursements without agency or court action. 

 
The Oncor Cities Steering Committee's existence as a strong standing steering committee 

and the commitment of its members to protect ratepayers' interests through the exercise of 
original jurisdiction and action before the agencies, courts, and the legislature when necessary 
are fundamental to the Steering Committee's recent successes.  With its 100+ members 
representing a significant majority of Oncor's  total electric load, the Steering Committee has 
clout, experience and funding to accomplish several critical objectives, including:   

• The Steering Committee's Organizational Structure Minimizes Cost and Maximizes 
Clout  

  
 In 2004, the Steering Committee coordinated the activities of 20 member cities including 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Arlington and Plano to initiate an investigation of Oncor's wires rates.  
Steering Committee members met several times with the Company in an attempt to address 
issues like unreasonable street lighting rates and the unfair application of demand ratchets to 
municipal accounts.  As a result of those meetings and the cities' show cause action, Oncor 
agreed to sit down and work directly with the Steering Committee to resolve the rate issues.  
Ultimately, the Steering Committee negotiated a comprehensive settlement of its show cause 
filings in 2005 (extended in 2006) that called for the Company to work with Steering Committee 
members on certain items of concern to cities including municipal and street lighting rates, 
maintenance, undergrounding and relocation of Oncor facilities, and to make millions of dollars 
in settlement payments annually to cities beginning in 2005.    
  
 The total benefit of the Steering Committee settlement agreement is worth more than $85 
million for the period 2005 – 2009.  While non-participating cities ultimately received benefits 



negotiated by Steering Committee, member cities have the benefit of attending these meetings, 
participating in policy debate, and determining legal and legislative strategies.  
 
• The Steering Committee is Actively Involved in PUC and ERCOT Proceedings  
 

Most Texas municipalities have retained original jurisdiction over the regulated electric 
transmission and distribution rates and services within the city.  Steering Committee membership 
provides the opportunity for substantial involvement in the effort to control the electric costs 
charged to Cities and their residents.  (Although 20 percent of Steering Committee members 
have surrendered original jurisdiction, these non-original jurisdiction city members remain 
involved and supportive of ratepayer advocacy.)  The Steering Committee is the most active 
consumer representative in several major cases directly affecting rates paid by cities and their 
citizens.  Some recent cases include: 

 
Oncor's June 27th Filing to Increase Rates by $275 million 
 
The Steering Committee worked with the Oncor prior its June 27th filing to limit 

increases to the street lighting rates and to eliminate demand ratchets from all municipal 
accounts.  The Steering Committee has recommended that all member cities suspend the rate 
increase to give the Steering Committee an opportunity to study the application.  The Steering 
Committee has engaged five consultants to review Oncor's filing to determine whether Oncor's 
rates should be decreased.  Pursuant to the terms of the settlement agreement, Oncor has agreed 
to reimburse the Steering Committee up to $2 million in reasonable rate case expenses incurred 
for participation in this proceeding. 

 
Transmission Build Out for Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs)  
  

 The Steering Committee was actively involved in a hearing in June before Public Utility 
Commission to evaluate five transmission build-out proposals in West Texas/Panhandle. Costs 
associated with the CREZ build-out will be borne by all ERCOT ratepayers.  The build-out 
options ranged in cost between $4 billion and $10 billion.  (To put the scope of the proposed 
CREZ transmission costs in perspective, consider that the entire existing transmission investment 
in ERCOT is $10 billion.)   
 
 Of the 72 parties involved in the CREZ proceeding, the Steering Committee was one of 
only a few parties advocating that the Commission undertake a thorough analysis of the benefit 
to retail customers and to the system reliability before authorizing billions of dollars of CREZ 
transmission expenditures. Given the substantial increase in transmission contemplated, 
particularly at a time of record-setting electricity costs, the Steering Committee supported the 
addition of new wind generation to the extent such additions are cost-effective, beneficial to 
retail customers, and have no material adverse impacts on ERCOT market reliability.  The 
Commission is expected to make its final decision next month. 
 



 Oncor Advanced Metering Surcharge and Deployment Case 
 
 Oncor filed a petition on May 28th requesting Commission approval of its deployment 
plan for more than 3 million meters by 2012.  The Company also seeks a monthly infrastructure 
surcharge of $2.29 per month for residential customers and $3.90 per month for non-residential 
customers beginning January 1, 2009.  The surcharges will be collected every month for the next 
eleven years.   The Steering Committee has engaged consultants to review Oncor's deployment 
plan and costs, which the Company claims will total more than $1 billion.  The Steering 
Committee will present expert testimony regarding what surcharge, if any, is appropriate to be 
collected from customers and will participate in the hearing set to begin August 21st. 
 
 Acquisition of TXU Through Leveraged Buyout 
 
 Last year, Texas Energy Future Holdings filed notification with the PUC regarding its 
planned leveraged buyout of TXU.  The Steering Committee participated in the LBO proceeding 
before the PUC and hired a nationally recognized expert in leveraged buyouts of utilities to file 
testimony on behalf of the Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee urged several changes 
to the proposed plan in order to protect the regulated wires company from problems associated 
with significant levels of debt taken on to fund the buyout.  Ultimately the Steering Committee, 
working with other interested parties, negotiated a settlement agreement resolving all issues 
related to the leveraged buyout.  Many of the recommendations urged by the Steering Committee 
were included in the settlement agreement. 
 
 In addition to settlement benefits like $72 million in payments to Oncor ratepayers, City 
specific benefits negotiated through settlement include street lighting provisions that call for up 
to $1 million in direct payments each year for 5 years if Oncor fails to maintain service reliability 
standards, as well as the set-aside of up to $23 million in additional energy efficiency funding for 
cities through 2012.  Of the $23 million for energy efficiency programs, $6 million has been 
specifically earmarked for a city improvement matching grant program.  The remaining $17 
million is allocated to three different programs for commercial (including cities and state 
government) customers.  The three programs are:  (1) LED outdoor/parking garage lighting 
program, (2) a solar photovoltaic program, and (3) the non-residential audit program.   
 
 Representation of Consumers at the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) 
  
 ERCOT is a quasi-governmental entity in Austin that oversees the day-to-day operation 
of the electric grid and that sets the detailed rules governing the deregulated electric market.  
Historically, ERCOT has been dominated by power generating companies.  In the past two years, 
however, the Steering Committee has spearheaded the effort to ensure greater consumer 
representation in ERCOT matters.  As a result, city representatives now sit on ERCOT's most 
important policy-making bodies.  This influence has real effects on decisions made at ERCOT.  
Cities' strong presence at ERCOT helped defeat a measure last year that would have artificially 
propped up power prices in the wholesale market.  Cities' presence also helped limit a proposed 
increase to the amount of standby generating capacity that ERCOT purchases each day, a cost 
that consumers in Texas ultimately pay.  With the ERCOT market transitioning to a new kind of 



wholesale market that presents risks for consumers - called a "nodal" market - in 2009, city 
involvement in ERCOT will be more important than ever. 
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SUBJECT: Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2008-27, authorizing the 

City Manager to execute a Standing Steering Committee Participation 
Agreement and payment of the initial membership fee. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

Oncor Electric Delivery Company (“Oncor” or “the Company”) filed an application 
on or about June 27, 2008 with cities retaining original jurisdiction seeking to 
increase system-wide transmission and distribution rates by $275 million.   
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

The cities in the service area of Oncor Electric Delivery Company (formerly TXU 
Electric Delivery Company and Texas Utilities Electric Company) have worked 
together collectively in a coalition to participate in the regulatory process to 
assure electric rates charged were just and reasonable.  As a result of State and 
Federal Legislation, the nature of electric utility regulation is undergoing 
substantial change.  Thus, the need for cities to cooperate to assure the public 
interest is protected and electric and other utility rates are just and reasonable.   
 
City Staff recommends the City Council approve membership in the Standing 
Steering Committee to ensure that adequate resources are available for a quick 
and decisive response and to have meaningful input into the rate setting process 
and work jointly with other cities on electric utility regulatory developments. 
  

3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
In the early 1990s, cities in TXU’s service area gave up rate case expense 
reimbursement in exchange for increased franchise fees.  Therefore, the 
Steering Committee’s work has been funded almost entirely by the Steering 
Committee members.  An initial membership fee is 10 cents per capita (based 
upon the applicable population data listed in the most recent Texas Municipal 
League Directory of Texas City Officials
 

.) 

Based on the fee calculation, the cost to participate in the Steering Committee for 
the City of Copperas Cove is $3,064.30.  The funding for this participation fee is 
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an unbudgeted item and by council approval of the Standing Steering Committee 
Participation Agreement, the City Council is authorizing the Director of Financial 
Services to disburse funds for this expense with the understanding that excess 
unexpended funds will be utilized in anticipation of a budget amendment being 
required prior to year end. 

 
4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 
 City Staff recommends that the City Council approve Resolution No. 2008-27, 
 authorizing the City Manager to execute a standing Steering Committee 
 Participation Agreement and payment of the initial membership fee. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-24 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE 
SUSPENDING THE AUGUST 8, 2008 EFFECTIVE DATE 
OF ONCOR ELECTRIC DELIVERY COMPANY 
REQUESTED RATE CHANGE, TO PERMIT THE CITY 
TIME TO STUDY THE REQUEST AND TO ESTABLISH 
REASONABLE RATES; APPROVING COOPERATION 
WITH ONCOR CITIES STEERING COMMITTEE TO HIRE 
LEGAL AND CONSULTING SERVICES AND TO 
NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMPANY AND DIRECT ANY 
NECESSARY LITIGATION AND APPEALS; FINDING 
THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS 
PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY 
LAW;  REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO 
THE COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL FOR THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE. 
 

 WHEREAS, on or about June 27, 2008, Oncor Electric Delivery Company 
(Oncor), pursuant to PURA §§ 33.001 and 36.001 filed with the City of Copperas Cove 
a Statement of Intent to increase electric transmission and distribution rates by $275 
million in all municipalities exercising original jurisdiction within its service area effective 
August 8, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of City of Copperas Cove is a member of the Oncor Cities 
Steering Committee ("Steering Committee") and will cooperate with the 109 similarly 
situated city members and other city participants in conducting a review of the 
Company’s application and to hire and direct legal counsel and consultants and to 
prepare a common response and to negotiate with the Company and direct any 
necessary litigation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, PURA § 36.108 grants local regulatory authorities the right to 
suspend the effective date of proposed rate changes for ninety (90) days after the date 
the rate change would otherwise be effective; and 
 
 WHEREAS, PURA § 33.023 provides that costs incurred by Cities in ratemaking 
activities are to be reimbursed by the regulated utility. 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COPPERAS COVE, TEXAS: 
 
 1. That the August 8, 2008 effective date of the rate request submitted by 
Oncor on or about June 27, 2008, be suspended for the maximum period allowed by 
law to permit adequate time to review the proposed changes and to establish 
reasonable rates. 
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2. As indicated in the City's resolution approving membership in the Steering 
Committee, the Executive Committee of Steering Committee is authorized to hire and 
direct legal counsel and consultants, negotiate with the Company, make 
recommendations regarding reasonable rates, and to intervene and direct any 
necessary administrative proceedings or court litigation associated with an appeal of a 
rate ordinance and the rate case filed with the City or Public Utility Commission. 
 
 3. That the City’s reasonable rate case expenses shall be reimbursed by 
Oncor.  
 

4. That it is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which 
this Resolution is passed is open to the public as required by law and the public notice 
of the time, place, and purpose of said meeting was given as required. 

 
 5. A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Oncor, care of Debra Anderson, 
Oncor Electric Delivery Company, 1601 Bryan St., Suite 23-055C, Dallas, Texas 75201 
and to Geoffrey Gay, General Counsel to the Oncor Steering Committee, at Lloyd 
Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C., P.O. Box 1725, Austin, Texas 78767-1725. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       Robert L. Reeves, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Jane Lees, City Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________ 
James R. Thompson, City Attorney 
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816 Congress Avenue, Suite 1900 
Austin, Texas 78701 
Telephone: (512) 322-5800 
Facsimile: (512) 472-0532 

www.lglawfirm.com 

Ms. Doyle’s Direct Line:   (512) 322-5820 
Email:  kdoyle@lglawfirm.com 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:  Oncor Cities Steering Committee Members 
 
FROM: Geoffrey Gay 
  Kristen Doyle 
   
DATE:  June 27, 2008 
 
RE: Oncor Electric Delivery Company's Statement of Intent to Increase Rates 

Suspension Packet  
 

ACTION REQUIRED TO SUSPEND THE EFFECTIVE DATE BY AUGUST 8, 2008 
 

Oncor is filing a Statement of Intent to Increase Rates today with all cities in its service 
area that retain original jurisdiction.  The Company is seeking a $265 million rate increase.  If 
approved, the $275 million increase would raise rates for the average residential customers by 
$60 per year.  

The rate increase requested by Oncor will become effective on August 8, 2008, unless the 
city takes action to suspend the effective date.  The statute permits cities to extend the effective 
date by up to 90 days in order to study the filing.  The city must take action to suspend the 
effective date by August 8, 2008.  If your city does not have a regular council meeting 
scheduled before August 8th or is otherwise unable to take action on the suspension resolution by 
August 8th

Attached to this memo is a model suspension resolution and staff report.  It is our 
understanding the Oncor local managers may be providing cities with a model denial resolution 
and recommending that the city immediately deny the rate request.  

, please contact me as soon as possible.  

We do not recommend that 
you deny the request at this time.

The Oncor Cities Steering Committee will hold a meeting of all Steering Committee 
members in August to discuss Oncor's rate request.  Representatives from Oncor will attend part 
of the meeting to discuss the filing.  There will also be an opportunity for Steering Committee 
members to discuss strategy with Steering Committee consultants and attorneys. 

  Suspending the effective date allows cities more time to 
review the application and decide on the final action, including settlement or denial of Oncor's 
requested rate increase.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Geoffrey (512/322-5875, 
ggay@lglawfirm.com) or Kristen (512/322-5820, kdoyle@lglawfirm.com). 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJUULLYY    1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  II--33  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  AAnnddrreeaa  MM..  GGaarrddnneerr,,  CCiittyy  MMaannaaggeerr--  547-4221  

agardner@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2008-24, suspending the 

August 8, 2008 effective date of Oncor Electric Delivery Company 
requested rate change to permit the City time to study the request 
and to establish reasonable rates; approving cooperation with Oncor 
Cities Steering Committee to hire legal and consulting services and 
to negotiate with the company and direct any necessary litigation 
and appeals. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

Oncor Electric Delivery Company (“Oncor” or “the Company”) filed an application 
on or about June 27, 2008 with cities retaining original jurisdiction seeking to 
increase system-wide transmission and distribution rates by $275 million.  (Until 
last year, Oncor was known as TXU Electric Delivery Company.)  The Company 
asks the City to approve a 17.6% increase in residential rates, a 9.1% increase in 
commercial rates, and a 5.8% increase in street lighting rates.  According to 
Oncor, annual rates would increase by approximately $60 for an average 
residential customer. 
 
The resolution suspends the August 8, 2008 effective date of the Company’s rate 
increase for the maximum period permitted by law to allow the City, working in 
conjunction with the Steering Committee of Cities served by Oncor, to evaluate 
the filing, determine whether the filing complies with law, and if lawful, to 
determine what further strategy, including settlement, to pursue. 
 
The law provides that a rate request made by an electric utility cannot become 
effective until at least 35 days following the filing of the application to change 
rates.  The law permits the City to suspend the rate change for 90 days after the 
date and the rate change would otherwise be effective.  If the City fails to take 
some action regarding the filing before the effective date, Oncor’s rate request is 
deemed administratively approved. 
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

The City of Copperas Cove is a member of a 109-city coalition known as the 
Steering Committee of Cities served by Oncor (“Steering Committee”).  The 
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Steering Committee has been in existence since the late 1980s.  It took on a 
formal structure in the early 1990s when Cities served by the former TXU gave 
up their statutory right to rate case expense reimbursement in exchange for 
higher franchise fee payments.  Empowered by city resolutions and funded by 
per capita assessments, the Steering Committee has been the primary public 
interest advocate before the Public Utility Commission, the Courts, and the 
Legislature on electric utility regulation matters for the last 20 years. 
 
This filing is the result of a rate investigation started by the Steering Committee in 
2004.  That year, 20 members of the Steering Committee exercised their original 
jurisdiction to investigate the transmission and distribution rates charged by TXU.  
The 2004 rate inquiry was justified by several factors.  First, the Company’s rates 
charged had not been fully reviewed by the PUC since the early 1990s.  Second, 
when the PUC “unbundled” the transmission and distribution rates from 
generation and retail costs during the transition to deregulation in 2002, 
municipal accounts were grouped within the broader category of commercial 
services.  This led to application of unfair demand ratchets and higher charges 
for municipal accounts like water pumping.  It also led to high charges for street 
lighting.  Third, the Company’s earnings monitoring reports required by the PUC 
revealed that the Company was earning profits in excess of its approved rate of 
return for monopoly services.  Finally, the Company had recently gone through 
massive reorganization and the hypothetical cost structures the PUC had used to 
justify current rates were no longer valid. 
 
The Steering Committee negotiated a comprehensive settlement in 2005 that 
called for the Company to work with cities on certain items of concern to cities 
including municipal and street lighting rates, maintenance, undergrounding and 
relocation of TXU facilities, and to make cash payments to the Steering 
Committee for distribution to all members.  In 2006, the Steering Committee 
voted to approve an agreement that extends the benefits of the earlier settlement 
and increases value to Cities.  The settlement terms called for the Company to 
file a rate case in 2008.  The total benefits of the Steering Committee settlement 
agreement are worth approximately $85 million for the period 2005-2009. 
 

3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
In the early 1990s, cities in TXU’s service area gave up rate case expense 
reimbursement in exchange for increased franchise fees.  Therefore, the 
Steering Committee’s work has been funded almost entirely by the Steering 
Committee members.  An initial membership fee is 10 cents per capita (based 
upon the applicable population data listed in the most recent Texas Municipal 
League Directory of Texas City Officials
 

.) 

Based on the fee calculation, the cost to participate in the Steering Committee for 
the City of Copperas Cove is $3,064.30.  The funding for this participation fee is 
an unbudgeted item and by council approval of the Standing Steering Committee 
Participation Agreement, the City Council is authorizing the Director of Financial 
Services to disburse funds for this expense with the understanding that excess 
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unexpended funds will be utilized in anticipation of a budget amendment being 
required prior to year end. 

 
4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 
 City Staff recommends that the City Council approve Resolution No. 2008-24, 
 suspending the August 8, 2008, effective date of Oncor Electric Delivery 
 Company requested rate change to permit the City time to study the request and 
 to establish reasonable rates; approving cooperation with Oncor Cities Steering 
 Committee to hire legal and consulting services and to negotiate with the 
 company and direct any necessary litigation and appeals. 
 



 

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §  

COUNTY OF  LAMPASAS         §  

                

             This agreement made and entered into this   day of  ___________ , 2008  

by and between the City of  Copperas Cove, Texas,  a Municipal Corporation of the State of  

Texas (herein called "City") and the County of Lampasas, a Political Subdivision of the State of  

Texas (herein called "County") each acting herein by an through its duly authorized officials;  

 

WITNESSETH: 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 121.003(b), Texas Health & Safety Code, authorizes Interlocal 

Cooperation Agreements in accordance with Article 4413 (32c) VTCS between Cities and 

Counties to provide health related services regarding non-municipal on-site water/sewer 

treatment facilities, and;  

 

 WHEREAS, the City and County desire to enter into an agreement to allow the County 

to provide the health related services and to charge recipients of the services for those services by 

establishing a permitting and fee system where appropriate.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, said parties do hereby covenant upon the terms and conditions as 

follows:  

 

1. City agrees to authorize County to act as its authorized representative in the health related 



activities as set out above.  

2. County agrees to act as City's authorized representative in the referenced health related 

activities. County agrees to charge recipients of the services in an amount authorized by 

the Commissioners Court of said County and to be responsible for the collection of said 

charges and the issuance of said permits authorizing construction or repairs for such 

facility. County agrees to give City ninety (90) days advance notice of any change in fees.  

3. This agreement may be terminated by either party hereto by the giving of thirty (30) days 

written notice of cancellation.  

4.  This Interlocal Agreement wi1l become effective on the date the Commissioners 

 Court of Lampasas County has received the fully executed copy of this 

 Agreement from the City and is accepted at a regularly called meeting of said 

 Court.  Such date to be set out below upon passage by the Court.  
 

EXECUTED in duplicate originals by the parties hereto on the   day of   

 , 

                                          CITY OF COPPERAS COVE 

2008.  

 
 

      
Robert L. Reeves, Mayor Pro Tem  

 
ATTEST:       
                 Jane Lees, City Secretary 

   

                                                         COUNTY OF LAMPASAS  

                                                    
                             County Judge  

Approved by County on the   _______  day of  July 2008.                                                             

 
 
ATTEST:  ____________________________      
       County Clerk  
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  II--44  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  AAnnddrreeaa  MM..  GGaarrddnneerr,,  CCiittyy  MMaannaaggeerr, 547-4221  

agardner@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration and action on authorizing the Mayor Pro Tem to 

execute an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between the City of 
Copperas Cove and the County of Lampasas to provide health 
related services regarding on-site water/sewer treatment facilities. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

On June 30, 2008, the City Secretary, Jane Lees, and City Attorney, Jim 
Thompson, received a letter from Mr. Larry Allison, County Attorney for 
Lampasas County, requesting the attached Interlocal Cooperation Agreement be 
placed on the City’s next regular agenda for consideration and possible approval. 

 
2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

The Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between the City of Copperas Cove and 
the County of Lampasas authorizes the County Health Inspector to complete 
inspections for the construction or repair of non-municipal on-site sewage/water 
treatment facilities within Lampasas County and within the city limits of Copperas 
Cove.  The County requires a permit to construct or repair such a system 
according to State Health Department standards.   
 
The City Attorney has reviewed and approved the legal contents of the Interlocal 
Cooperation Agreement.  The agreement may be terminated by either party with 
thirty (30) days written notice of cancellation. 

 
3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

Lampasas County will charge recipients of the services an amount authorized by 
the Commissioner’s Court of Lampasas County.  Under the agreement, the 
County must provide the City with ninety (90) days advance notice of any change 
in fees.   
 

4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends that the City Council authorize the Mayor Pro Tem to 
execute an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between the City of Copperas 
Cove and the County of Lampasas to provide health related services regarding 
on-site water/sewer treatment facilities. 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  II--55  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  AAnnddrreeaa  MM..  GGaarrddnneerr,,  City Manager, 547-4221  

agardner@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration and action on authorizing the City Manager to solicit 

proposals (Request for Proposals) for full-time legal services. 
 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

At the request of three members of the City Council, this item has been placed 
on the agenda for consideration. With the increasing population and issues 
arising on a regular basis, the need for full-time legal services is apparent.  The 
City of Copperas Cove last employed a full-time City Attorney from August 1998 
to August 2001. 
 
FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 
The Request for Proposals (RFP) is designed to present interested firms with the 
description of the City’s legal service needs and requirements.  Furthermore, the 
RFP process provides the City Council with the opportunity to evaluate the 
current legal needs of the City and tailor the RFP to the specific requirements of 
the City.  As such, the option to pursue a contract with a legal firm for full-time 
legal services or authorize a full-time City Attorney position after review of the 
RFPs is a decision of the City Council. 
 
Several options for legal services currently exist and are as follows: 
 

• Option 1:  Hire a Specialist Law Firm to include an attorney to serve as the 
City Prosecutor for municipal court cases. 

• Option 2:  Hire a Specialist Law Firm and contract with outside attorney to 
serve as the City Prosecutor for municipal court cases. 

• Option 3:  Continue with a Local General Practitioner City Attorney on a 
part-time basis. 

• Option 4:  Hire In-House City Attorney. 
• Option 5:  Hire Outside Counsel Attorney(s) to handle specific legal tasks. 

 
Currently the City utilizes a combination of options three and five.  Regardless of 
the option selected, the need to hire outside legal counsel will continue to exist 
for specific tasks; however, the need will be greatly minimized with options one 
and two.    



Page 2 of 2 

 
City Staff recommends the City Council form a Legal Services Review & 
Selection Committee to review and evaluate the proposals received.   
 
The existing contract for legal services and “The City Attorney: A Reference 
Manual” prepared by TML Attorney Bennett Sandlin is attached for your review.     
  

2. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

Option 1 & 2:  Impact is unknown without the results of the RFP and no financial 
impact will result from conducting an RFP. 
 
Option 3:  Estimated $140,000 plus reimbursement expenses. 
 
Option 4:  Estimated base salary of $113,000, an auto allowance of $6,000 plus 
benefits of $25,000 equals $144,000.  

 
In the event option three is not selected, the current contract requires the City 
Council to provide a six months notice prior to termination of the existing 
contract. 

 
3. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 

 
City Staff recommends that the Council take action on this item.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-26 
 

A RESOLUTION AND ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF COPPERAS COVE, ORDERING A SPECIAL 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 4, 2008 AND, IF 
NECESSARY, A RUNOFF ELECTION ON DECEMBER 20, 
2008; ESTABLISHING POLLING LOCATIONS; NAMING 
THE PRESIDING JUDGE AND ALTERNATE FOR THE 
RUNOFF ELECTION, IF NECESSARY; AND 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR SAID ELECTIONS. 
 

WHEREAS, the laws of the State of Texas and the Charter of the City of Copperas 
Cove provide that on November 4, 2008, there shall be an election held to 
consider the following: 

 
SPECIAL ELECTION 

 
Mayor 

 
WHEREAS, if no candidate in the election receives a majority of all the votes cast in 

that race, a runoff election shall be conducted between the two candidates 
for that office receiving the highest number of votes cast; and 

 
WHEREAS, if a runoff election is necessary, the City will conduct a stand-alone 

election; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Copperas Cove wishes to hold the November 4, 2008 special 

election jointly and share expenses with Coryell County and Lampasas 
County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Copperas Cove wishes to contract with the Coryell County Tax 

Assessor-Collector and the Lampasas County Elections Administrator to 
administer the November 4, 2008 joint election; and 

 
WHEREAS, the laws of the State of Texas and the Charter of the City of Copperas 

Cove, further provide that the Election Code of the State of Texas is 
applicable to said elections and in order to comply with said code, a 
Resolution and Order of Election, for the Special Election should be 
passed establishing the procedure to be followed in said elections as 
outlined below. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COPPERAS COVE, TEXAS: 
 
1. That all independent candidates at the election to be held on November 4, 2008 
for the above-mentioned office, file their application to become candidates with the City 
Secretary of the City at 507 South Main Street, Copperas Cove, Texas, from July 28, 
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2008 through August 26, 2008, and that all said applications shall be on a form as 
prescribed by the Election Code of the State of Texas. 
 
2. That the order in which the names of the candidates are to be printed on the 
ballot shall be determined by a drawing in the City Council Chambers on August 27, 
2008 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
3. That only resident qualified voters of said City shall be eligible to vote. 
 
4. That the November 4, 2008 election will be held at the following locations: 
 
 PRECINCT 
  NUMBER   LOCATION 
 
 Coryell County residents of Copperas Cove: 
 
  105  COPPERAS COVE CIVIC CENTER 
    1206 West Avenue B, Copperas Cove 
 
  117  HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
    1201 Veterans Avenue, Copperas Cove 
 
  219  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
    704 Martin Luther King Drive, Copperas Cove 
 
  401  COPPERAS COVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
    501 South Main Street, Copperas Cove 
 
  418  CORYELL COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX 
    201 South Second Street, Copperas Cove 
 
  Lampasas County residents of Copperas Cove: 
 
          1  CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
    3350 FM 2657, Kempner 
 
5. That the Early Voting Clerks and Election Day Clerks will be appointed and paid  
by the Coryell County Tax Assessor-Collector, the Lampasas County Elections 
Administrator, or the City, whichever is applicable. 
 
6. That the designated polling places shall, on Election Day, be open from 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.   
 
7. That Early Voting will be conducted by the Coryell County Tax Assessor-
Collector and the Lampasas County Elections Administrator, and held on the following 
dates, times and locations: 
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 a. Early voting will be conducted October 20 – 24, 2008 and October 27 – 

 31, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
 b. Copperas Cove residents residing in Coryell County shall vote at the 

 Coryell County Annex, 201 South Second Street, Copperas Cove, Texas. 
 
 c. Copperas Cove residents residing in Lampasas County shall vote at the 

 Lampasas County Elections Administrator’s Office, 412 South Live Oak, 
 Lampasas, Texas. 

 
8. That all applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to City Secretary, P.O. 
Drawer 1449, Copperas Cove, Texas 76522. 
 
9. That all ballots shall be prepared in accordance with Texas Election Code. Paper 
ballots shall be used for early voting by mail and paper ballots and the eSlate Direct 
Recording Electronic (DRE) Voting System shall be used for early voting by personal 
appearance and voting on Election Day, both of which are part of the eSlate DRE 
Voting System. 
 
10. That the City Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to contract with the 
Coryell County Tax Assessor-Collector and the Lampasas County Elections 
Administrator to administer the November 4, 2008 election and to interface with the 
Coryell County Tax Assessor-Collector and the Lampasas County elections 
Administrator on all election matters pertaining to the election.  
 
11. Said election shall be held in accordance with the Elections Code and the State 
of Texas. Notice of said elections shall be given in accordance with the terms and 
provisions of the Elections Code and the City Secretary is hereby instructed to have 
said notice posted and published in accordance with state law.  A copy of this order 
shall also serve as a Writ of Election, which shall be delivered to the above-appointed 
Presiding Election Judge for said election. 
 
12. That the Coryell County Tax Assessor-Collector and the Lampasas County 
Elections Administrator will serve as the Early Voting Clerks for the November 4, 2008 
election. 
 
13. That Mary Howell will serve as Presiding Election Judge and Rita Burgess as the 
Alternate Presiding Election Judge and the City Secretary will serve as the Early Voting 
Clerk, if a runoff election is held. 
 
14. That Mary Howell will serve as the Early Voting Ballot Board Presiding Officer 
and additional Clerks will be appointed and paid by the City if a runoff election is held. 
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15.      The City Council hereby authorizes the Coryell County Tax Assessor-Collector 
and the Lampasas County Elections Administrator to administer the November 4, 2008 
Special Election and the expenditures necessary for the conduct of the election. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of July 2008, at a regular 
meeting of the City Council of the City of Copperas Cove, Texas which meeting was 
held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Tex. Gov’t. Code, §551.001, et.seq. at 
which meeting a quorum was present and voting. 
 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
    Robert L. Reeves, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Jane Lees, CMC, City Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________ 
James R. Thompson, City Attorney 
 



CITY OF COPPERAS COVE SPECIAL ELECTION 
NOVEMBER 4, 2008 

PRECINCT IDENTIFICATION LIST 
 
 
PRECINCT 
 NUMBER    LOCATION 
 
Coryell County residents of Copperas Cove: 
 
 105  COPPERAS COVE CIVIC CENTER 
    1206 West Avenue B, Copperas Cove 
 
 117  HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
    1201 Veterans Avenue, Copperas Cove 
 
 219  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
    704 Martin Luther King Drive, Copperas Cove 
 
 401  COPPERAS COVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
    501 South Main Street, Copperas Cove 
 
 418  CORYELL COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX 
    201 South Second Street, Copperas Cove 
 
Lampasas County residents of Copperas Cove: 
 
     1  CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
    3350 FM 2657, Kempner 
 
 
 

LOCATIONS FOR EARLY VOTING 
OCTOBER 20 – 31, 2008 

 
Copperas Cove, Coryell County:  CORYELL COUNTY ANNEX 
      201 South Second Street, Copperas Cove 
 
Copperas Cove, Lampasas County: ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR OFFICE 
      412 South Live Oak, Lampasas 
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  II--66  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  JJaannee  LLeeeess,,  CCMMCC,,  City Secretary--  547-4221  

jlees@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2008-26, ordering a 

special election to be held November 4, 2008 and, if necessary, a 
runoff election; establishing polling locations; naming the presiding 
judge and alternate for the runoff, if necessary; and establishing 
procedures for said elections. 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

Section 2.07 (c) of the The Copperas Cove City Charter, Section 2.07 (c) Filling 
of vacancies states the following: “Filling of vacancies. Any city council member 
or mayoral vacancy will be filled by majority vote of qualified voters at a special 
election called for that purpose. The special election will be conducted in 
accordance with state and federal election laws. The term of office will be for the 
unexpired term of the office vacated. If the unexpired term is one (1) year or less, 
that council member may seek re-election for two (2) additional consecutive 
terms. If the unexpired term exceeds one (1) year, that council member may 
succeed himself/herself only once. For the purposes of this section, the period 
from one annual general election to the next annual general election shall be 
considered as one year or less regardless of the number of calendar days 
involved.” 
 
In addition, the Charter, Section 3.04 (a) Elections, states the following: “To be 
elected for the office of council member or mayor, the candidate must receive a 
majority vote of qualified voters who voted in the general election. If no candidate 
receives a majority vote, the two (2) candidates with the highest number of votes 
will participate in a runoff election.” 
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

The position of Mayor was declared forfeited and vacant at a Special Council 
Meeting by the Governing Body of the City of Copperas Cove on March 25, 
2008. Because of the requirements of the Texas Constitution and Election Code, 
it is legally impossible to order an election to be held at this time within 120 days 
of the day the said vacancy occurred, therefore, City Staff recommends that the 
election be called to be held on November 4, 2008. 
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City Staff also recommends that the election be held jointly with Coryell County at 
the five (5) precincts within the City of Copperas Cove.  In addition, City residents 
who live in Lampasas County would vote in Precinct 1 in Kempner (see attached 
Precinct Identification List). Coryell County does not have enough voting 
machines available for Copperas Cove to have separate machines at each 
precinct location, therefore, the ballot would be combined.  

  
3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

The costs to the City for the November 4, 2008 election are not able to be 
determined at this time. However, expenses from Coryell County are estimated 
to be $6,000 to $7,000. Expenses from Lampasas County are estimated to be 
$1,100 for equipment, plus the cost of ballot production, cost of election workers 
and a 10% administrative fee. 
 
If a runoff election is necessary, the estimated cost is $10,000, with the City 
paying all costs because it would be a stand-alone election. 

 
4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Staff recommends that the City Council approve Resolution 2008-25, 
ordering the special election to be held on November 4, 2008, and runoff 
election, if necessary, and authorize the City Secretary to contract with the 
Coryell County Tax Assessor-Collector and the Lampasas Elections 
Administrator to administer the election process.  
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CCiittyy  ooff  CCooppppeerraass  CCoovvee  
CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  RReeppoorrtt  

JJuullyy  1155,,  22000088  
 

AAggeennddaa  IItteemm  NNoo..  II--77  
CCoonnttaacctt  ––  WWaannddaa  BBuunnttiinngg,,  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSeerrvviicceess,,  547-4221  

wbunting@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Schedule a Public Hearing on City Manager’s Proposed Budget for 

the 2008-2009 fiscal year for August 7, 2008.  
 

 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 

 
  Section 6.06 of the City Charter requires the City Council to fix the time and 

 place of a public hearing on the budget at the meeting of the council at which 
 the proposed budget is submitted. Furthermore, section 102.006 of the Local 
 Government Code requires the governing body of a municipality hold a public 
 hearing on the proposed budget allowing any taxpayer of the municipality the 
 opportunity to attend and participate in the hearing. Section 102.006 also 
 requires the governing body set the hearing for a date occurring after the 15th 
 day after the date the proposed budget is filed with the municipal clerk but 
 before the date the governing body makes its tax levy.   

 
 2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 
  The City Manager’s Proposed Budget for fiscal year 2008-09 was filed with the 

 City Secretary (municipal clerk) and presented at the City Council Workshop on 
 July 15, 2008. City Staff recommends fixing the time and place for a Public 
 Hearing on the City Manager’s Proposed Budget for the 2008-09 fiscal year on 
 August 7, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 507 S. Main Street Copperas Cove, 
 Texas. Upcoming workshops are scheduled for July 29, 2008, July 31, 2008, 
 August 5, 2008 and August 7, 2008 to discuss the Proposed Budget. 

 
 3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
  None. 
 
 4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 
  City Staff recommends that the City Council schedule a Public Hearing on the 

 City Manager’s Proposed Budget for the 2008-09 fiscal year for August 7, 2008 
 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, 507 S. Main Street, Copperas Cove, Texas. 
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CCoonnttaacctt  ––  WWaannddaa  BBuunnttiinngg,,  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSeerrvviicceess, 547-4221  

wbunting@ci.copperas-cove.tx.us 
 
 
SUBJECT: Financial Report for the Month ended May 31, 2008. 
 
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
 

Attached is the Monthly Council Report for the month ended May 31, 2008. This 
report is submitted to the City Council for review. The report provides a detailed 
analysis of the City’s financial condition and results of operations for the month 
ended May 31, 2008. 
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 

None. 
 

3. FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 

None. 
 
4. ACTION OPTIONS/RECOMMENDATION 
 

None. 
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