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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  TTOO  TTHHEE  PPAARRKKSS,,  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN,,  AANNDD  OOPPEENN  SSPPAACCEE  

AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT    
 
A vital component of an urbanized area is the amount of space devoted to satisfying active and 
passive community recreational needs.  The quantity of the space, as well as its distribution within 
the population, is generally indicative of the quality of parks and recreational services available to the 
citizens.  Furthermore, all these spaces collectively enhance and contribute to the quality of life 
found within the community.  The purpose of this assessment is to examine and analyze existing 
park, recreation, and open spaces and to assist in planning the parks, recreation, and open space 
system to accommodate present and future community needs.  
 
The following sections of this document evaluate existing park and recreational facilities; identify 
and document the various elements of the 2005 Parks Master Plan (adopted in November 2005); 
establish park/recreational facility criteria and standards; and provide for a comprehensive parks and 
open space system with procedures for implementing various components of this assessment.  
 

TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  PPLLAANN::  PPAARRKKSS  MMAASSTTEERR  PPLLAANN  22000055--22001100    
 
The City’s current master plan, the Parks Master Plan 2005-2010, took effect in November 2005.  
The Jacob Limon Planning Group prepared the Parks Master Plan 2005-2010 (refer to Appendix A 
for a full copy).  This latest planning effort broadened the scope of the previous parks plan, which 
focused primarily on parks and open spaces, to include indoor recreation facilities.  The Parks 
Master Plan 2005-2010 recommends an update every year and continues the process of providing 
the citizens of Copperas Cove a relevant, up-to-date, and proactive park planning effort.  The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department now requires park master plans to be updated every 10 years to 
qualify for funding. 
 
TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  GGOOAALLSS    

 
The following are the City Council’s Top 10 Goals:1  

Goal 1: Ensure Continued Quality Public Safety 

Goal 2: Improve and Expand Infrastructure 

Goal 3: Promote Economic Development Activities 

Goal 4: Continue Support of Combined Image Campaign 

                                                 
1 Parks Master Plan 2005-2010, page 3 
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Goal 5: Expand Parks and Recreation Programs 

Goal 6: Retain and Attract Quality People 

Goal 7: Enhance Solid Waste Program 

Goal 7A: Facilitate and Exercise Fiscal Responsibility 

Goal 8: Support Non-Municipal Youth Programs 

Goal 9: Maintain or Reduce the Property Tax Rate 

Goal 10: Improve Land Developer Relations 

 
TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  CCIITTYY  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  SSEERRVVIICCEE  GGOOAALLSS    

 
The following are the recreation service Goals:2  
 

Goal 1: Provide for the long-term open space and recreational needs of the City.  

Objectives:  

• Revise and adopt a master plan that sets forth the desired standards for 
parks and open space, and for indoor and outdoor recreation facilities.  

• Develop and construct a regional park that services a multi-county area 
and cooperates with other Public entities.  

• Develop a system of trails along creek corridors, rights-of-way and, if 
necessary, along street corridors to provide pedestrian and bicycle 
linkages between neighborhoods and other areas of the City.  

• Encourage development of parks within areas of the City that are not 
currently served by park or open space facilities.  

• Recognize and utilize the assets available within the City when selecting 
park locations.  

• Establish an implementation plan that addresses needs for parks, open 
spaces, indoor and outdoor recreation facilities.  

• Ensure that every neighborhood has a neighborhood park.  
 

Goal 2: Initiate and/or continue a cooperative program with the Copperas Cove 

Independent School District and the Fort Hood U.S. Army Base with respect to 

parks and recreational facilities.  

                                                 
2 Parks Master Plan 2005-2010, pages 11-12 
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Objectives:  

• Coordinate park acquisition and development with the Copperas Cove 
Independent School District.  

• Continue cooperative development of sites when advantageous to all 
public entities.  

• Coordinate development of indoor and outdoor recreation facilities with 
the Copperas Cover Independent School District and Fort Hood.  

 
Goal 3: Provide, within the park and recreation system, facilities that will respond to 

needs of all age and ability groups.  

Objectives: 

• Determine what facilities are needed through the needs analysis phase 
during the preparation of the Master Plan for Park, Recreation, and 
Open Space.  

• Determine what recreational activities other groups are providing, and 
the types of programs currently being offered.  

• Continue to develop park and recreational facilities that accommodate 
the special needs of physically challenged individuals.  

 
Goal 4: Acquire and develop a large regional park that will service a multi-county 

area and provide unique services and facilities in conjunction with other 

governmental agencies and Fort Hood.  

Objectives:  

• Acquire location indicated on the Site Plan along U.S. Highway 190.  
• Develop a phased project timeline that will include both Indoor and 

Outdoor Projects.  
• Coordinate walking and thoroughfare efforts with TxDOT to ensure safe 

and effective trails.  
• Develop a grant process that sets goals and deadlines for applications to 

the Parks and Wildlife Department and other relevant entities.  
• Develop a system for encouraging area residents to utilize facilities.  
• Develop an expedited construction schedule to ensure rapid progress and 

cost efficiencies.  
• Incorporate and connect the large park to as many areas of the City as 

possible with pedestrian and bicycle pathways/trails.  
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TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  PPLLAANN’’SS  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDAATTIIOONNSS::  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS    

 
The following “Recreation Demand Per Development Standards” were developed for Copperas 
Cove.3  These standards were based on National Recreation & Park Association (NRPA) standards 
but have been modified to better suit Copperas Cove.  The two factors cited for adjusting the 
NRPA standards were that the extreme summer heat prevents most citizens from taking part in 
high-energy outdoor sports during the summer months and the proximity to Fort Hood increases 
the local population of active young adults.  The standards the Parks Master Plan 2005-2010 created 
for the Copperas Cove are listed in Table 7-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3 Parks Master Plan 2005-2010, pages 14-16 

Table 7-1 
Recreation Demand Per Development Standards 

City of Copperas Cove (Parks Master Plan 2005-2010) 

Activity/Facility  
Recommended 

Standard  
Current 

Facilities 
Units for 

31,000 Pop.   
Units for 

42,000 Pop.  

Basketball (outdoor)  1 per 5,000 persons 2 6 8 
Tennis Courts  1 per 2,000 persons 5 16 21 

Lighted Baseball/ Softball  1 per 4,000 persons 4 7 11 
Football  1 per 20,000 persons 1 1 2 

Adult Softball  1 per 4,000 persons 2 7 2 
Soccer  1 per 4,500 persons 2 8 9 

Volleyball Court  1 per 5,000 persons 4 6 8 
Swimming Pool  1 per 20,000 persons 3 1 2 

Trails  1 per drainage basin 1 3 3 
Recreation Center* 1 per 25,000 persons 0 1 1 

Playground  1 per 4,000 persons 6 7 11 
*The City has a small Activity Center of less than 5,000 square feet. 

 Source: Parks Master Plan 2005-2010 by the Jacob Limon Planning Group 
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TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  PPLLAANN’’SS  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDAATTIIOONNSS::  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  PPRRIIOORRIITTIIZZAATTIIOONN  OOFF  

NNEEEEDDSS    
 

The Parks Master Plan 2005-2010 implementation and prioritization of needs is the most crucial 
aspect of the park planning process because it determines the direction the City will take in funding 
park projects.  The Plan established the following needs based upon community input received at a 
Town Hall meeting and a community survey.  Notably, the needs are divided into two categories: 
outdoor priorities and indoor priorities.  The following is the Parks Master Plan 2005-2010’s “Plan 
Implementation and Prioritization of Needs.”4 
 

Outdoor Priorities  

• Regional Park Including:  
o Soccer and Multi-Use Fields  
o Softball/Baseball Fields  
o Outdoor Lighting  
o Playground Equipment  
o Picnic Tables  
o Volleyball Courts  
o RV Park  

• Walking Trails  
• Frisbee Golf  
• Renovation of Existing Facilities  

 

Indoor Priorities  

• Indoor Pool  
• Elevated Walking Trail  
• Game Room  
• Arts and Crafts Center  
• Weight Training/Cardio Equipment  
• Indoor Sports Courts  
• Racquetball  
• Senior Center  
• Hot Tub/Sauna  
• Indoor Rock Climbing  

                                                 
4 Parks Master Plan 2005-2010, page 21 
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IINNVVEENNTTOORRYY  OOFF  AARREEAASS  AANNDD  FFAACCIILLIITTIIEESS    
 
Recreational space and facilities within the City of Copperas Cove are provided in the City’s Park 
System and by the Copperas Cove Independent School District, specifically the school campuses.  
The School District’s facilities are for use by students on each campus, but some facilities, such as a 
playground or track, become available to residents of the City on a limited basis during non-school 
hours.  Other facilities, such as the football stadium and baseball field, are generally for organized 
student sports and may also be open to the public on a limited basis.  However, it can be concluded 
that, the City and School District, provide the facilities and space for the recreational opportunities 
that are available to the residents of Copperas Cove.  The inventory of these facilities and the spaces 
on which they are located are a means of determining their adequacy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PPUUBBLLIICC  CCIITTYY  PPAARRKK  AARREEAASS  AANNDD  FFAACCIILLIITTIIEESS  

 
Table 7-2, on the following page, represents an inventory of City-owned recreational areas and 
facilities within Copperas Cove.  Each area described in Table 7-2 is shown on Plate 7-1.  
 

Illustration 7-1
Ogletree Gap Pavilion (Dedicated 2003) 
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PPAARRKKSS  AATT  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSIITTEESS    

 
Table 7-3, on page 7.11, represents an inventory of 
Copperas Cove Independent School District school 
sites.  The schools offer many additional recreational 
facilities, such as playground equipment (e.g., 
climbers, swings, slides, and timber structures, etc.) 
and provide additional open space areas.  According 
to the current Parks Master Plan, facilities such as 
two school gymnasiums are made available to 
citizens for youth basketball for four months during 
the winter.5  In general, the school sites, in 
conjunction with City park facilities and land, benefit 
Copperas Cove residents and help meet the 
community’s recreational needs.  

                                                 
5 Parks Master Plan 2005-2010, page 17 

Table 7-2 
Inventory of City Parks 
City of Copperas Cove 

Park/Facility Location Acres 

City Park Complex 1202 W. Ave. B 88 

High Chaparral Park 1315 High Chaparral Dr. 5 

Highland Park 1203 Craig St. 4 

Heritage Park 1929 Pleasant Ln. 7 

Kate Street Park 603 Kate St. 23 

Ogletree Gap 1878 Post Office 218 

Ogletree Gap Phase 3 Public Park 2600 Winchester Dr. 3 

South Park 2602 Dennis Dr. 21 

Hills of Cove Golf Course/Turkey 
Creek Activity Center 102/1408 Golf Course Rd. 102 

Total Acres 471 

Sources: (1) Parks Master Plan 2005-2010; (2) Dunkin, Sefko and Associates, Inc. 

Illustration 7-2 
S.C. Lee Junior High School 
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PPLLAATTEE  77--11::  EEXXIISSTTIINNGG  PPAARRKKSS  AANNDD  SSCCHHOOOOLLSS  WWIITTHH  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDEEDD  NNEEIIGGHHBBOORRHHOOOODD  

PPAARRKKSS  
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Table 7-3 
Copperas Cove Public Schools 

Copperas Cove 

Campus School Type Address 

Copperas Cove H.S. High School 400 S. 25th St 

Copperas Cove Jr. High Junior High 702 Sunny Ave 

C.R. Clements Intermediate 1115 Northern Dancer 

Crossroads/DAEP High School 306 East Ave E 

Fairview  Elementary  1002 Veterans Blvd 

Hettie Halstead Elementary  910 N. Main St 

Hollie Parsons Elementary  1120 Risen Star Ln 

J.L. Williams Elementary  905 Courtney Ln 

Lovett Ledger Intermediate 909 Courtney Ln 

Mae Stevens Elementary  302 Manning Dr 

Martin Walker Elementary  100 FM 3046 

Miss Jewell Elementary  710 S. 5th St 

S.C. Lee Jr. High Junior High 1205 Courtney Ln 

Source: Copperas Cove ISD Website 
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AARREEAA  AANNDD  FFAACCIILLIITTYY  CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS  AANNDD  SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS::  CCOOPPPPEERRAASS  CCOOVVEE  

PPAARRKK  CCLLAASSSSIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  SSYYSSTTEEMM  
 
Most municipal parks systems have a hierarchy, or classification system, for the various types of park 
facilities that define the characteristics and function of each park type.  When a functional 
classification system is used, parks are generally identified by their type, size, and service area, as well 
as by the amenities that are generally associated with each type.  Using this approach in formulating 
and planning the future park system for Copperas Cove should result in the dispersed placement of 
park/recreational facilities throughout the community.  It should also result in the maximization of 
the cost of construction or improvement of various park facilities.  The following sections describe a 
commonly used classification system that follows guidelines similar to those set forth by the 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).  Each park type is discussed below to:  
 

1. Identify the primary function of the park; 
 

2. Identify recreational activities associated with each park type; and 
 

3. Define the general service area and the physical relationship of each park to the population 
residing within its service area. 

 
NNEEIIGGHHBBOORRHHOOOODD  PPAARRKK  

 
The neighborhood park is considered one of the most important features of a park system.  It is also 
thought to be one of the major cohesive elements in neighborhood design.  The primary function of 
a neighborhood park is the provision of recreational space for the immediate neighborhood that 
surrounds it. 
 

• When it is possible to combine an elementary school with this type of park, the two features 
further enhance the identity and cohesiveness of the neighborhood by providing a central 
location for recreation and education and a significant open space feature within the 
neighborhood.  

 
• The neighborhood park should be located near the center of the neighborhood, and should 

be located to have a service area of approximately one-half to three-fourths of a mile. 
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• Safe and convenient pedestrian access (sidewalks or a hike and bike trail) is considered 
important to a neighborhood park location. 

 
• Generally, the location should not be adjacent to heavily traveled major thoroughfares. 

 
• Facilities commonly provided with a neighborhood include: 

o Playground structures (e.g., jungle gym, swing set, slide, etc.); 
o A multiple-purpose court, surfaced play area; 
o An athletic passive/area (non-lighted) for games such as baseball, football, and 

soccer and a surfaced area for such sports as volleyball, basketball, and similar 
activities; 

o Small picnic pavilions with tables, grills, and drinking fountains; 
o Tennis courts for casual play; and 
o A passive area and open space. 
 

• Lighted athletic facilities should not be included in a neighborhood park. 
 

• A standard of 2.5 acres of park space for each 1,000 persons within the service area is 
recommended for the neighborhood park in new developments.  The desirable size of a 
neighborhood park ranges from a minimum of five to ten aces.  

 
CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  PPAARRKK  

 
The community park is a larger area than a neighborhood park and is oriented primarily to have 
active recreation facilities for all ages.  Community parks should be a minimum of 50 to 100 acres in 
size. 
 

• A community park serves several neighborhood areas; it should be conveniently accessible 
by automobile, and it should include provisions for off-street parking. 

 
• Some of the activities provided within a community park generally include: 

o Lighted fields for baseball, football, and soccer; 
o A community building or recreational center; 
o Tennis courts; 
o A surfaced, multiple-purpose play area; 
o Playground structures; 



City of Copperas Cove  2007 Comprehensive Plan Update  

 

Chapter 7: Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Assessment    7.15 

o A passive area for picnicking; 
o Other special facilities, such as Frisbee golf,  if space is available; 
o Large picnic pavilions; and 
o Swimming pools. 

 
• The service radius for a community park is generally one-half mile to two miles, and a 

location adjacent to, or as an integral part of, a junior high or high school is considered 
desirable. 

 
• The standard recommended size for this type of park is a minimum of 2.5 acres of 

recreational area per 1,000 persons within the service area.  
 
RREEGGIIOONNAALL  PPAARRKK  

 
Areas that are 50 to 200 (or more) acres in size that provide both passive and active recreational 
facilities for all age groups are usually classified as large parks.  It is desirable that a balance of 
passive and active recreational facilities be provided within a large park.  Such facilities may include 
picnicking, multiple-use sports areas, water areas or lakes, and hiking and natural areas.  Dependent 
upon location, need, and possibly topography, community park features may be placed within the 
large park facility.  A minimum standard of five to ten acres per 1,000 persons is commonly 
recommended for this type of park area.   
 
SSPPEECCIIAALL  PPAARRKK  AARREEAASS  

 
Golf courses, linear parks/greenbelts, country clubs, zoos, botanical gardens, and special athletic and 
community centers, including hobby centers, are considered special types of recreational facilities.  
Some of the activities that are accessible to residents of Copperas Cove are furnished by facilities 
within the region.  Standards for this type of facility are variable and dependent upon the extent of 
services provided by the special facility.  
 
PPAARRKKWWAAYYSS  AANNDD  OORRNNAAMMEENNTTAALL  AARREEAASS  

 
Plazas, street medians, scenic drives, and grounds of public buildings and similar facilities are 
important aspects of the overall park system, and should receive careful attention for their 
development and maintenance.  
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OOPPEENN  SSPPAACCEE  

 
These areas are natural areas that are generally left undisturbed, but are not necessarily characterized 
as preserves.  No active uses are generally accommodated or developed within these areas.  
Typically, greenbelts or floodplains provide the open space and preserve the native environment of 
these areas for possible recreational use.  
 
SSUUMMMMAARRYY  OOFF  PPAARRKK  TTYYPPEESS  //  CCLLAASSSSIIFFIICCAATTIIOONNSS  

 
The following table, Table 7-4, classifies each Copperas Cove park according to the standards 
described above in the previous sections.  Then for clarity purposes Table 7-5, on the following 
page, summarizes the previous sections and the key characteristics of each park type/classification.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 7-4 
Classification of Copperas Cove’s Parks 

City of Copperas Cove 

Park/Facility Park Classification Acres 

City Park Complex Community Park 88 

High Chaparral Park Neighborhood Park 5 

Highland Park Neighborhood Park 4 

Heritage Park Neighborhood Park 7 

Kate Street Park Neighborhood Park 23 

Ogletree Gap Regional Park 218 

Ogletree Gap Phase 3 Public Park Neighborhood Park 3 

South Park Neighborhood Park 21 

Hills of Cove Golf Course/Turkey 
Creek Activity Center Special Park 102 

Total Acres 471 

Source: Dunkin, Sefko and Associates, Inc. 
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Table 7-5 
Summary of Park Types / Classifications 

Copperas Cove  

Park Type Description Size 

Service 

Area 

(Radius) 

Standard 

of Acres 

per 1,000 

People 

Neighborhood 
Primary function is the provision of recreational 

space for the neighborhood that surrounds it. 
5 to 10 
acres 

0.5 to 0.75 
miles 

2.5 

Community 

Oriented toward providing active recreational 
facilities for all ages. 

 
Serve several neighborhood areas, and therefore, 

they should be conveniently accessible by 
automobile and should include provisions for 

off-street parking. 

50 to 100 
acres 

1.5 to 2.0 
miles 

2.5 

Regional 
These parks can serve all age groups, and often 
have unique amenities such as fishing, boating, 

and hiking and natural areas. 

50 to 200 
acres 

Entire City 5-10 

Special 

Golf courses, linear parks/greenbelts, trails, 
country clubs, school parks, botanical gardens 
and special athletic and community centers, are 
considered special types of recreational facilities.

Variable Variable Variable 

Parkways and 
Ornamental 

Areas 

Plazas, street medians, scenic drives, and 
grounds of public buildings and similar facilities.

Variable Variable Variable 

Open Space 

These areas are natural and are generally left 
undisturbed, and can be referred to as preserves. 

 
Although active recreation can be 

accommodated within these areas, they are 
primarily intended for passive recreational use. 

Variable Variable Variable 

Source: Dunkin, Sefko and Associates, Inc. 
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SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS--BBAASSEEDD  NNEEEEDDSS  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT  
 
This approach is used to assist in the assessment of future recreational needs, and follows 
established and recognized standards for assessing the quantity of parkland and the number of 
facilities that are, or will be, needed to meet the needs of a given population.  
 
FFAACCIILLIITTYY--AACCTTIIVVIITTYY  SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS  

 
Two references for facility standards are cited and described below.  One source is the National 
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), and the other source is the compilation of data from 
various cities within the State.  The NRPA has functioned as a source of guidance for park standards 
and development for a number of years.  The NRPA’s standards are suggested as a guide for 
partially determining parks and open space needs.  In various cities, differences will be found in the 
socioeconomic and cultural characteristics of the population.  Therefore, the range of demands and 
preferences for recreational activities will also tend to vary.  Obviously, these variances will directly 
influence a uniform standard for all locations.  NRPA is very specific to point out that their data is 
to be used only as a partial guide for the development of local parks and open space standards.  
 
The data complied during preparation of the 2007 Comprehensive Plan Update for various cities 
within Texas, and the types of recreation facilities provided by these cities, is shown for comparison 
purposes.  The listing is not as complete as NRPA standards, but it does show a general 
representation of an urbanized area within Texas which can be used by Copperas Cove for a general 
comparison to NRPA standards.  Both sets of data are shown in Table 7-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 7-6  
Comparative Development Standards 

Number of Units per Population 
Activity 

NRPA Standard Selected Cities Copperas Cove* 
Basketball (Court) 1 per 5,000 persons - - - - - 1 per 5,000 persons 
Tennis Court 1 per 2,000 persons - - - - - 1 per 2,000 persons 
Baseball/Softball 1 per 5,000 persons 1 per 4,000 persons 1 per 4,000 persons 
Adult Softball 1 per 5,000 persons 1 per 4,000 persons 1 per 4,000 persons 
Football 1 per 20,000 persons - - - - - 1 per 20,000 persons 
Soccer 1 per 10,000 persons 1 per 4,350 persons 1 per 4,550 persons 
Volleyball Court 1 per 5,000 persons - - - - - 1 per 5,000 persons 
Swimming Pool 1 per 20,000 persons 1 per 20,000 persons 1 per 20,000 persons 
Trails - - - - - - - - - - 1 per drainage basin 

Recreation Center - - - - - 1 per 25,000 persons - - - - - 
* Source: Parks Master Plan 2005-2010 
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An important recreational facility that is not listed in Table 7-6 is the playground structure, one of 
which should be provided for each neighborhood park and community park.  Many of the uses 
citied above would be more appropriate within a large or community park, as opposed to within a 
smaller, neighborhood park.  
 
Utilization of the above standard is a valid approach to determine the scope and extent of 
recreational activities or facilities that are estimated to be needed for a given population at some time 
in the future.  Continual analysis of the ratios shown in Table 7-6 (national and regional) in the 
following section indicate the need for periodic updating to ensure that the community’s park and 
recreational needs continue to be met as the City develops.  
 
PPAARRKK  AARREEAA  SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS  

 
The types of parks previously discussed identified various park and open space areas that may be 
applicable to Copperas Cove’s future park system.  The area standards for each type of park are 
helpful in determining the number of acres required for the parks that are selected to compromise 
the overall park/open space system.  Recommended area standards are summarized in Table 7-7, 
and the respective acreage needed for each type of park are shown for the City’s current population, 
which is approximately 31,500 persons, and for the City’s projected population of 38,398 persons in 
the year 2015 and 46,807 persons in 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 7-7  
Park Area Standards for Park Types per 1,000 Persons 

 City of Copperas Cove 

Park Type 
Recommended 

Standard 
Current 
Acreage 

Acreage for 
31,500 

Persons 
 (Year 2005) 

Acreage for 
38,398 

Persons 
(Year 2015) 

Acreage for 
46,807 

Persons 
(Year 2025) 

Neighborhood Park 2.5 Acres 63 79 96 117 

Community Park 2.5 Acres 88 79 96 117 

Regional Park 3.0 Acres 218 95 115 140 

Special* Variable 102* - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Parkways/Ornamental* Variable 0* - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total 369 252 307 374 

* Not included in total acreage 
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As shown in Table 7-7, the current overall park acreage is adequate for community-wide recreation 
and leisure purpose.  Notably, the neighborhood park acreage is approximately 16 acres below the 
recommended standard for 2005.  On the contrary, the amount of acreage for community and 
regional parks is greater than the amount that the NRPA standards suggest for the City.   
 
However, the NRPA recommends that park facilities also be based upon level of service (LOS) 
guidelines rather than strictly upon acreage requirements.  User demand is one of the ways that level 
of service can be determined in a quantifiable form.  Nevertheless, the acreage requirements shown 
in Table 7-7 are helpful in general area planning and in calculating the overall size (acreage) 
requirements of the total park/recreation system. 
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RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDAATTIIOONNSS  
 
Anticipating change and adjusting to 
it may be one of the most challenging 
aspects related to local government 
provision of services and facilities, 
including recreational services and 
facilities.  Just as the City is always 
changing, so should the City’s park 
and recreation system.  Copperas 
Cove should generally plan its park 
and recreation facilities based on its 
existing and projected population, 
and should not concentrate solely on 
providing park acreage, but on 
providing a facility-based park and 
recreation system.  For instance, the City currently has enough overall park acreage to meet current 
demand (refer to Table 7-7) but will need additional facilities to meet current and future needs 
(refer to Table 7-1).  
 
This Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Assessment recommends continuing to improve the 
current park system via the Parks Master Plan 2005-2010.  Furthermore, the City should strive to 
implement Chapter 7 concepts and recommendations, including Plate 7-1, in coordination with the 
Future Land Use Plan.  The following sections are descriptions of the recommendations of this 
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Assessment.  
 
AADDDD  TTHHRREEEE  NNEEIIGGHHBBOORRHHOOOODD  PPAARRKKSS  

 
Currently, the neighborhood park acreage for the City of Copperas Cove is below the standard set 
by the NRPA (refer to Table 7-7).  The City has 63 acres of community parks and according to the 
NRPA should have 79 acres for the current population and 96 acres for the projected population of 
38,398 in 2015.  Therefore, since a need exist for approximately 33 additional acres of neighborhood 
parks in the next 10 years the City should consider adding at least three and at most six 
neighborhood parks. 

Illustration 7-1 
Ogletree Gap Pavilion (Dedicated 2003) 
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Plate 7-1 indicates the possible location for future neighborhood park sites.  These sites are shown 
within a future growth area for residential development.  The proposed neighborhood park sites 
should be five to ten acres.  Overall, meeting the neighborhood park standard is important, but 
more important is the furnishing of adequate neighborhood parks and recreational facilities 
convenient to the residents in neighborhood areas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FFOOLLLLOOWW  TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  PPAARRKK  MMAASSTTEERR  PPLLAANN’’SS  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDEEDD  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS  

 
The City of Copperas Cove should follow the “Development Standards” from page 14 of the City’s 
current Parks Master Plan 2005-2015.  (This list is also shown on page 7.4 in Table 7-1 of this 
Chapter 7 and in Appendix A.)  
 
FFOOLLLLOOWW  TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  PPAARRKK  MMAASSTTEERR  PPLLAANN’’SS  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  PPRRIIOORRIITTIIZZAATTIIOONN  OOFF  

NNEEEEDDSS  

 
The City of Copperas Cove should follow the “Plan Implementation and Prioritization of Needs” 
from page 21 of the City’s current Parks Master Plan 2005-2015.  (This list is also shown on page 7.5 
of this Chapter 7 and in Appendix A.) 
 

Table 7-8 
Neighborhood Park Approximate Cost 

City of Copperas Cove 

Facility-Type 
Estimated 

Cost

Possible 
Funding 
Sources 

Playground $60,000 
Practice Backstop $10,000 
15-Space Parking Lot $20,000 
Multi-Purpose Court $35,000 
Turf & Irrigation (10  acres) $50,000 
Drinking Fountain $5,000 
Picnic Shelter (5 Tables) $45,000 
Park Benches (6) $5,000 
Total Estimated Cost $230,000 

Texas Parks 
& Wildlife 

Department 
Grants, 

Donations, 
Bonds, 
General 
Budget 

Note: Estimated cost does not include land acquisition. 
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CCAAPPIITTAALL  IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTT  PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMIINNGG  AANNDD  PPRRIIOORRIITTIIZZAATTIIOONN  OOFF  NNEEEEDDSS  

 
The City of Copperas Cove’s approach to implementing its current park planning efforts should be 
to develop a strategy for securing monies from the annual budget, the approval and sale of bonds or 
warrants and making applications for any applicable grants.  Accomplishing what is needed for 
upgrading the park system will occur over a period of time.  It is recommended that the Parks 
Master Plan be reviewed every year; however, a reasonable goal to accomplish a single major project 
from a priority listing every three to five years.  The most effective method to use in developing this 
strategy will be a capital improvements program for parkland acquisition and development. 
 
A capital improvements program (CIP) identifies projects, establishes their costs, prioritizes each 
project by need and year of completion, and identifies funding sources.  This approach is designed 
to allow annual review and reassessment of projects to determine if rescheduling is needed due to 
changes in needs or funding.  The program does make a statement of intent to accomplish 
improvements in an orderly manner as funds are foreseen to be available. 
  
PPAARRKKLLAANNDD  DDEEDDIICCAATTIIOONN  OORRDDIINNAANNCCEE  

 
The City of Copperas Cove should investigate the feasibility of a parkland dedication ordinance.  
This type of ordinance would assist the City in acquiring future sites for parks and open space.  As 
future subdivisions and properties are developed within the city limits and extraterritorial jurisdiction 
(ETJ), land should be set aside to meet the objectives of the City’s adopted Parks and Open Space 
Master Plan. 
 
CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  CCOOMMPPLLEEXX  IINN  OOGGLLEETTRREEEE  GGAAPP  PPAARRKK  

 
The City of Copperas Cove should continue efforts towards construction of the Community 
Recreation Complex in Ogletree Gap Park. 
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