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City of Copperas Cove 
Information Item No.  

MAY 21, 2015 
 

Use of 4A Funds for a 4B Project Update 
Contact – Andrea M. Gardner, City Manager, 547-4221 

agardner@copperascovetx.gov 
 
 
SUBJECT:      REPORT ON TIMELINE FOR PLACING A PROPOSITION ON THE NOVEMBER 2015 BALLOT TO USE 4A 

SALES AND USE TAX FUNDS FOR A 4B PROJECT. 
  
 
1. BACKGROUND/HISTORY 

 
On February 24, 2015, the City Council discussed funding for improvements to 
City Park.  During the discussion an option to place a proposition on the ballot 
asking the voters of the City to consider the use of 4A sales and use tax funds for 
a 4B project.  Council directed staff to research the steps for taking such action 
and provide a follow up discussion in sufficient time to place the matter on the 
November 2015 ballot. 
 
On May 19, 2015, the City Attorney provided Council with the following information 
from the Texas Local Government Code Section 504.152: 
 

 An authorizing municipality may submit to the voters of the municipality a 
ballot proposition that authorizes the Type A corporation to use the sales 
and use tax imposed under this chapter, including any amount previously 
authorized and collected, for a specific project or for a specific category of 
projects that do not qualify under this chapter but qualify under Chapter 505. 

 
 The project or category of projects described by 504.152(a) must be clearly 

described on the ballot so that a voter is able to discern the limits of the 
project or category of projects authorized by the proposition.   

 
Furthermore, Section 504.153 states “Before an election may be held under 
Section 504.152, a public hearing must be held in the authorizing municipality to 
inform the municipality’s residents of the cost and impact of the project or category 
of projects.  At least 30 days before the date set for the hearing, notice of the date, 
time, place, and subject of the hearing must be published in a newspaper with 
general circulation in the municipality in which the project is located.  The notice 
should be published on a weekly basis until the date of the hearing.” 
 

2. FINDINGS/CURRENT ACTIVITY 
 
Section 505 of the Texas Local Government states: 
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“For purposes of this chapter, "project" includes land, buildings, equipment, 
facilities, and improvements found by the board of directors to be required or 
suitable for use for professional and amateur sports, including children's sports, 
athletic, entertainment, tourist, convention, and public park purposes and events, 
including stadiums, ball parks, auditoriums, amphitheaters, concert halls, parks 
and park facilities, open space improvements, museums, exhibition facilities, and 
related store, restaurant, concession, and automobile parking facilities, related 
area transportation facilities, and related roads, streets, and water and sewer 
facilities, and other related improvements that enhance any of the items described 
by this section.” 
 
The following timeline is recommended by City staff to ensure the proposition is 
ready for inclusion on the November 2015 ballot.  The schedule must be followed 
in order to meet the requirements of the Texas Local Government Code. 
 

Date Action Required 
6/2/15 Council Discussion on eligible project(s) 

6/23/15 Joint Council/EDC Meeting 
6/26/15 Notice sent to newspaper 
6/30/15 1st Notice Published 
7/7/15 2nd Notice Published 

7/14/15 3rd Notice Published 
7/21/15 4th Notice Published 
7/28/15 Public Hearing on cost and impact of project 
8/18/15 Last Council Meeting before deadline to call the election

 
3. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Prior to the June 2, 2015 Council Meeting the members of the Council should 
prepare a list of improvements desired for the election and be prepared to discuss 
the improvements to allow sufficient time for staff to obtain probable cost estimates 
from an architect or engineer.   
 
Council should attend the Joint Meeting scheduled for June 23, 2015 at 6pm in 
Council Chambers to ensure a quorum of the Council exists. 


