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YOU CAN PROTECT THE WATER AFTER IT REACHES YOU: 
 
When the District’s water reaches your home, it is clean and meets or is better than all state and 
federal water quality requirements.  But without proper precautions, water can be contaminated if 
a sudden pressure drop in the pipe causes contaminated water to be pulled from your home or 
yard into your plumbing. 
 
 
TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY ONCE IT REACHES YOU, TAKE THE FOLLOWING STEPS: 
 
 Do not leave a garden hose connected to a faucet with one end submerged in a swimming 

pool, bucket, dog’s bath water….anything. 
 Keep an air gap between your kitchen or bathroom faucet and the water in the sink.  Do not 

attach a hose to your faucet and have the other end submerged in the sink or tub. 
 Do not allow garden hoses to be directly connected to pressurized tanks that contain 

pesticides, herbicides or toxic materials of any kind.  Insist that an air gap be maintained 
between the water source and the tank when the tank is being filled. 

 Do not leave your kitchen sink spray nozzle submerged in the sink. 
 If you have the typical, older style toilet that fills from the bottom, be cautious about putting 

toilet bowl cleaners in the tank.  If the water pressure drops and the fill valve in the toilet tank 
is leaking water from the tank, that water can be drawn back into the water lines, especially if 
there is a faucet open in the house. 

 If you have an automatic sprinkler system, makes sure that you have a backflow prevention 
device and that it is working properly. 
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