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MEDIA RELEASE       August 4, 2021 
 
 

Senate Advances Five-State Interstate 14 Designation 
 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Senate has unanimously approved an amendment to the pending Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Package expanding the congressional designation of Interstate 14 on a corridor across 
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. 
 
The amendment was offered jointly by Senator Ted Cruz of Texas and Senator Raphael Warnock of 
Georgia.  The full I-14 congressional designation was supported by all 10 senators along the corridor 
which runs from Midland-Odessa, Texas to Augusta, Georgia.  The designation was approved earlier in 
the U.S. House and has the support of every House member whose district is on the I-14 route. 
 
“We expect that the Senate infrastructure package will be voted on soon and sent to the House for 
consideration.  It appears the momentum is in place to get this passed and signed by the President,” said 
John Thompson, chairman of the I-14/Gulf Coast Strategic Highway Coalition which has been building 
grassroots support for I-14 over the past decade. 
 
In Texas the I-14 corridor runs from Midland-Odessa to San Angelo, Killeen-Fort Hood, Bryan-College 
Station, Livingston, Woodville and Jasper.  Moving east the designated I-14 corridor connects Fort Polk-
Leesville, Alexandria-Pineville, Louisiana; Natchez and Laurel, Mississippi; Selma and Montgomery, 
Alabama; and Columbus, Macon and Augusta, Georgia.  Four spur interstate routes connect future I-14 
to I-10 in Texas and Mississippi.  The designation includes an interstate loop at Bryan-College Station. 
 
 “I applaud my Senate colleagues for supporting this bipartisan amendment to designate future 
Interstate-14 across Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia, so we can begin the necessary 
work to upgrade this road system and connect strategic military installations across our states,” said 
Senator Cruz.  “I am grateful to Sen. Warnock for joining me in leading this effort to ensure Texans and 
Georgians have the crucial infrastructure they deserve and reap the benefits of the economic 
development and growth that come along with it.” 
 
Senator Warnock said that he is proud to have worked together with Senator Cruz to win Senate 
approval.  “This planned route would connect military installations across Georgia and drive economic 
opportunities to our rural communities,” he said.  
 

“The I-14 corridor will cover more than 1,300 miles. Congressional authority for new interstate highways 
of this length are very rare,” said Coalition Chairman Thompson.  “The leadership provided by Senators 
Cruz and Warnock and our other senators was essential to this major step in advancing Interstate 14 as 
a future corridor for handling freight movement, military facility connectivity, coastal evacuation and 
sparking economic development.” 
 
Thompson offered his special thanks to Congressman Brian Babin of Texas who has been the lead 
sponsor in the House of I-14 designation legislation over a period of several years.  
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Thompson also thanked local community leaders across the five states for their persistent efforts to 
build and maintain state and local support for the new interstate corridor.  Their efforts were 
responsible for gathering the written support from state departments of transportation and regional 
transportation planning agencies that was required by congressional committees dealing with the 
proposed I-14 designation.     
 
He noted that this authorization is only the first step in a decades-long process of building out I-14.  
Supporters must now shift to working to win funding for planning and construction of projects on the 
corridor, work that must be done with Congress, the U.S. Department of Transportation and the 
departments of transportation in each of the states along the I-14 corridor which are responsible for 
building highway infrastructure, he said. 
 

 
 
In 2015, Congress designated the Central Texas Corridor as future Interstate 14.  The first 25-mile 
section of the Interstate 14 highway – connecting Fort Hood and Killeen to Interstate 35 at Belton – was 
added to the Interstate Highway System in 2017.   
 
Thompson pointed out that completing the interstate linkage between a dozen military facilities across 
five states will add to the military value of each of these installations.   
 
Upgrading existing highways and spurs will provide greater freight movement efficiency in each state 
and nationally. It will add much needed additional roadway capacity parallel to I-10 and I-20 across each 
of the five states. 
 
I-14 will also provide important natural disaster evacuation capacity along the Gulf Coast and a high 
elevation alternative to I-10 which is periodically damaged and out of service by hurricanes, flooding and 
maritime events. 
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The I-14 corridor in almost all cases follows and would be an upgrade of existing highways.  Starting in 
West Texas the corridor follows SH 158 and US 87 from Midland to San Angelo and Brady then runs east 
on US 190 to tie into the existing section of I-14 at Killeen.  It then generally follows US 190 to East 
Texas, crossing the Sabine River near Fort Polk at Leesville, LA. In Louisiana the corridor generally follows 
LA 28 connecting Leesville, Alexandria and Vidalia.  In Mississippi the corridor starts at Natchez and runs 
east following US 84 to Laurel.  It runs concurrently on I-59 to Meridian and then generally follows US 80 
to Montgomery, Alabama, Columbus, Georgia, and Fort Benning.  From there it follows existing routes 
to Warner Robins, Macon, Fort Gordon and Augusta.  Spur routes connect to I-10 in West Texas, at 
Beaumont, Texas, and at Gulfport, Mississippi.  (See attached graphic). 
 
     -30- 
 
For information contact:  Don Rodman, I-14 Coalition – 361-877-0409; don@therodmanco.com 
 
 
About the Coalition – The I-14/Gulf Coast Strategic Highway Coalition is made up of cities, counties, 
local authorities and economic development organizations. The Coalition has been working for more 
than a decade in support of highway upgrades that enhance economic development opportunities, 
create new freight movement capacity and improve access between major U.S. military installations and 
the strategic deployment seaports that support them.  
 
 
Contacts:  
John Thompson, Board Chairman - (936) 328-6444; zimmercreekconsultantsllc@gmail.com  
Larry Meyers, Coalition Washington Representative – (202) 484-2773;  
LMeyers@hslawmail.com 
 
(See Coalition Board List Below)  
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Coalition Board Members 2021: 
 
John Thompson  Former County Judge, Polk County, Board Chairman 
Stephen C. Floyd County Judge, Tom Green County - Board Secretary-Treasurer 
Duane Peters  County Judge, Brazos County – Board Vice Chair 
David Blackburn  County Judge, Bell County – Board Vice Chair 
Malcolm Morris  Vernon Parish Police Jury, Leesville, LA – Board Vice Chair 
Chandler Russ  Southwest Mississippi Partnership – Board Vice Chair 
  Executive Director, Natchez, Inc. Economic Development 
Guy Andrews  Director of Economic Development, City of San Angelo 
Mark Allen  County Judge, Jasper County 
Jeff Branick County Judge, Jefferson County 
James Beauchamp President, MOTRAN Alliance (Midland-Odessa) 
Jacques Blanchette  County Judge, Tyler County 
Edward Carrasco Board Member, City of San Angelo Development Corp. 
Adrian Cannady President, Temple Economic Development Corp. 
Richard Clower Jasper County Economic Development Corp./City of Jasper 
John Crutchfield President/CEO, Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce 
Tim Davis Mayor, City of Temple  
Dustin Fawcett Vice President, MOTRAN Alliance 
Chris Fisher  Executive Director, Port of Beaumont  
Brenda Gunter Mayor, City of San Angelo 
Billy Hamilton Texas A&M University – College Station 
Bill Harris Mayor, City of Cameron  
Karl Mooney Mayor, City of College Station  
Andrew Nelson Mayor, City of Bryan  
Tommy Overstreet County Commissioner, Polk County 
Deborah Randolph President, Central Louisiana Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Michael Reese State Senator and Fort Polk Progress, Leesville, LA 
Keith Sledd  President, Heart of Texas Defense Alliance – Killeen/Fort Hood 
Sean Strawbridge CEO, Port of Corpus Christi Authority  
Ronnie Thomas Council Member, Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 
Kenneth Weeks County Judge, Newton County 
Steve Young County Judge, Milam County 

 
 
 


